
the status of municipal wastewater treatment in concord, ma

This	section	focuses	on	wastewater	informa-
tion	 for	 the	 existing	 centralized	 sewer	 sys-
tem	 in	 Concord.	 	 It	 is	 important	 to	 note	

that	only	30%	to	35%	(once	all	Phase	1	connections	
are	on-line)	of	the	developed	parcels	in	Concord	are	
connected	to	the	centralized	sewer	system.		The	re-
maining	 developed	 parcels	 in	Town	 rely	 on	 some	
form	of	on-site	system	(most	commonly	septic	sys-
tems,	governed	by	Title	5,	 the	State	Environmen-
tal	Code)	to	manage	and	dispose	of	their	wastewa-
ter.		On-site	systems	are	capacity	limited	based	on	
specific	site	conditions	and	must	be	evaluated	on	a	
case-by-case	basis.		Capacity	in	the	centralized	sewer	
system,	however,	is	limited	by	a	federal	permit	and	
can	be	evaluated	using	readily	available	data.	

Specific	 issues	 addressed	 in	 this	 planning	 process	
pertaining	 to	 wastewater	 management	 relate	 pre-
dominantly	 to	 the	current	 status	of	 remaining	ca-
pacity	in	the	centralized	sewer	system	and	wastewa-
ter	treatment	plant	(WWTP).		Certain	assumptions	
were	 made	 as	 part	 of	 the	 previous	 CWMP	 effort	
regarding	future	wastewater	flow	generation	and	al-
location	to	the	centralized	system.		A	few	years	have	
passed	since	those	wastewater	flow	calculations	were	
completed,	and	the	Town	has	completed	the	imple-
mentation	of	Construction	Phase	1	of	the	CWMP	
Recommended	 Plan.	 	 A	 comparison	 of	 the	 plan-
ning	level	assumptions	to	this	current	information	
provides	 valuable	 insight	 on	 the	 sensitivity	 of	 the	
assumptions	and	a	better	perspective	on	future	flow	
trending.	

Existing Wastewater Management 
Conditions and Projected Growth

East Concord (Phase 1) Sewer Pump Station, 2007.
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