[image: image1.jpg]






FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


       Sean Dugan, Public Information Officer
December 31, 2015






        sdugan@concordma.gov
                   (978) 318-3052

CONCORD SURPASSES ‘RENEWABLE ENERGY STRATEGY’ GOALS FOR 2015
CONCORD, MA—As of January 1, 2016, 21% of Concord’s energy will come from a renewable source. This exceeds the 20% goal set by the Concord Light Board under the Renewable Energy Strategy in 2011 “to have at least 20% of the Town’s energy come from renewable sources by 2015.” The Town’s next benchmark is to have 30% of its energy be renewable by 2020.
“We will continue to explore additional renewable energy resources and execute contracts that meet the needs of the community,” said David Wood, Director of the Concord Municipal Light Plant. “Having a diverse power supply is very important and something that benefits the entire community.”
The Town is constantly searching for ways to increase the percentage of renewable energy it purchases. Currently, energy from renewable sources accounts for 21% of the Town’s energy supply, but when the WR Grace and Central Mass Solar projects are connected, the percentage of energy from renewable sources will increase to 25%.  

The push for more renewable energy comes as the Town tries to decrease energy rates for users, while simultaneously being environmentally friendly. Recently, the Town signed a three-year contract to buy electricity generated from methane harvested from a closed landfill in New Bedford. This power will represent 3% of Concord’s needs, and it is available at a low price (Less than 5 cents per kilowatt hour, not including transmission costs). Concord uses a variety of renewable resources such as wind, solar, hydro, and landfill gas.
Below is a list of current suppliers in Concord:

Constellation – Gas: 42% multiple contracts

NextEra – Gas: 10%

NextEra – Gas (Rise): 15%

Spot Market: 12%

Niagra – Hydo (NYPA): 4%

Miller – Hydro: 3%

Spruce Mountain – Wind: 3%

Saddleback Mountain – Wind: 3%

Kearsarge – Solar (Landfill): 1%

Granby – Landfill gas: 4%

New Bedford – Landfill gas: 3
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