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MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT
Organization Chart

| Superintendent

| Senior Administrative Assistant |

|

Business Administration (6.75)

Business Administratoer
Utility Software Coordinator
Office Accountant
Senior Account Clerk (1.75)
Department Clerk (2}

Management (3)

Energy Services Administrator
Building Maintenance Custodian

Assistant Superintendeni

[  Telecom Coordinator |

Manag

Engineering & Operations

er

Line Operations (11)

Supervisory Lead Line Worker
Lead Line Worker (2}
Line Worker (6)
Master Mechanic
Equipment Operator

Meter Operations {5)

Meter Supervisor
Meter Technician

Meter Reader (2}
Electrician

Personnel:

Full Time: 33.2

Design & Engineering (3)

Engineering Technician
Civil Engineer
CAD Operator

IS Support (.4)
Tech Admin (.2)
info Sys. Assistant {.2}
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Concord Municipal Light Plant
Organization Support Statement

. Mission

The mission of the Concord Municipal Light Plant is to provide reliable and cost effective
electric energy services that meet the current and future needs of our customers, and to do soina
responsible and courteous manner.

. Goals and Objectives

. Customers. We will continually strive to remain customer focused, and aiways seek to
improve the way in which we deliver services to our customers. We will constantly review
value added opportunities in the marketplace that might enhance deliverable services to our
customers.

. Employees. We will maintain a safe and positive work environment, and provide the
opportunity for professional and personal development. We will properly train employees for
their responsibilities, and ensure that they are regularly updated in current developments in
their disciplines. We will ensure that employees interact in a courteous, professional manner
with their fellow employees, other Town and School employees, and the community.

. Power Supply. We will develop and maintain a reliable and secure supply of electric energy
at a reasonable cost.

. Rates. We will deliver energy and associated services at competitive rates that are fair to all
customer segments, and based upon a reliable system and sound financial management.

. Environment. We will meet or exceed applicable environmental regulations, keeping our

customers informed of our progress and the costs involved. We will promote environmental
research while exploring and evaluating new methods for disposing of waste material in a
responsible manner.

. Physical Assets. We will engineer, construct, and maintain an electrical distribution system
and related facilities and equipment that will meet current and future customer needs and
requirements. We will explore and evaluate the latest in technology and methods to achieve
this objective.

. -Efficiency. We will develop and implement energy conservation and load management -
programs designed to reduce system load while improving load factor; and educate our
customers in energy efficiency and the wise use of energy.

ll. Operational Description

The Concord Municipal Light Plant is owned by the Town of Concord, and is responsible for
the distribution of electricity 1o all residents, businesses, and other customers within the town. The
Light Plant installs and maintains all the poles, wires, transformers, meters, streetlights, underground
conduits, and other electrical distribution equipment within the town. The electricity is not generated
by the Light Plant but purchased from outside suppliers, including hydroelectric energy from the New
York State Power Authority. In addition to providing and maintaining reliable electric service, the Light
Plant also offers customer programs in the areas of energy conservation, demand-side management,
and off-peak domestic water heating and space heating.

IV. Board/Commission Involvement

The Concord Municipal Light Board is comprised of five members appointed by the Town
Manager in accordance with Section 2 of the Town Charter. Members are appointed for staggered
three-year terms. The board provides recommendations to the Town Manager concerning the
general operation and maintenance of the Light Plant, formulates policy for the ongoing operation and
future development of the electrical supply and distribution system, and cooperates with the staff of
the Light Plant to ensure that customer needs are satisfied in an appropriate and efficient manner.
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Concord Public Works
Organization Support Statement

[. Mission

It is the mission of Concord Public Works to enhance Concord’s quality of life, and through
sound management, innovation, teamwork, and vision, provide dependable, high quality,
responsive public works and utility services consistent with community values, and at reasonable
COosts.

Il. Goals and Objectives
The Concord Public Works will:
. Maintain the town’s public way infrastructure, including streets, curbing, sidewalks,
street signs, traffic islands, public shade trees, guardrails, storm drains, catch
basins, and culverts.

. Maintain and beautify the Town's active and passive recreation areas, including
parks and athletic fields, municipal grounds, and park tree inventory.

. Operate, maintain, and preserve the town’s public cemeteries.

. Manage the municipal collection, recycling, and disposal of solid wastes.

. Operate and maintain the town’s public wastewater collection/treatment/ disposal
system.

. Operate and maintain the town’s public drinking water system, including its supply,
treatment, distribution, and storage; and promote water conservation and supply
protection.

. Provide engineering services for Town departments and the public.

. Provide managerial leadership and administrative support for the effective and

efficient accomplishment of the above goals.

lll. Operational Description

Resources necessary to carry out CPW’s responsibilities are grouped into four
organizational divisions: Administration includes management of the Recycling and Collection
Program; Engineering includes management of the Town’s GIS system; Highway and Grounds
include highway, grounds, cemetery, fleet, and maintenance of the CPW building; and Water and
Sewer include the management of both the public water and sewer systems. Management of
these divisions requires a high level of interdivisional coordination, communication, and support.

1. Administration

This division is responsibie for general management, administrative support, and overall
program/project planning for the CPW’s operations. In addition, the CPW Director and staff
provide support for the Public Works Commission and several ad hoc committees. Division
responsibilities include the integration of financial, operating, and capital resources for effective
and efficient service delivery and asset management. Functions performed in coordination with
division staff include planning, programming, budgeting, organization and staffing, systems
development, data processing management, maintenance of cenfral files, and public information
services. The division manages the Town’s Solid Waste and Recycling Program, with curbside
collection and disposal services provided under contract.

2. Recycling and Wasie Management :
Led by the Recycling and Disposal Program Administrator, this program manages all
aspects of the Town's recycling and waste management program. This program includes curbside
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collection, recycling, and disposal provided under contract to residents, municipal buildings, and
schools; the semi-annual drop-off days for additional recyciabie materials and oversized waste not
collected at the curb; and recycling and trash collection services for public areas. This program
serves as a resource for residents, businesses, and employees on recycling and disposal issues,
develops ouireach and educational materials, provides guidance and oversight to municipal
buildings and school recycling programs, assists all departments in the purchasing of products
containing recycled materials, promotes the use of the composting site, and oversees the paint
reuse and recycling program, as well collection of fluorescent bulbs and other mercury-containing
devices. -

3. Engineering

This division is responsibie for planning, engineering, design, and construction of the
Town’s infrastructure, including roads, sidewalks, drainage, and water and sewer mains. Led by
the Town Engineer, the division provides a wide range of technical assistance o other divisions in
the CPW, and to other Town departments, residents, businesses, institutions, and contractors, as
well as to state and federal agencies. The division maintains Town plans and records, and '
oversees the design, procurement, construction, and inspection of Town infrastructure
improvements. It also manages the Town's GIS system.

4. Highway and Grounds

This division is responsibie for managing and maintaining the Town’s public way, park, and
cemetery infrastructure, as well as CPW equipment and buildings. Led by the Highway and
Grounds Superintendent, the division is organized into the three sections. The Highway/Park &
Trees section include the maintenance of Town roads, curbing, sidewalks, drain system,
guardrails, and street signs. Services provided by this section include snow removal, street
sweeping, litter control, roadside mowing and brush clearance, and CPW building maintenance. In
addition, this section is responsible for the maintenance of active and passive recreation areas,
traffic islands, municipal grounds, landscaping, public shade and park trees, and miscellaneous
support services to other Town departments. The Cemetery section includes the operation,
maintenance, and preservation of the Town’s four cemeteries. Responsibilities include mowing,
turf and tree care, gravemarker maintenance and preservation, and capital infrastructure upkeep
and improvements. Cemetery staff prepares burial plots for interments, and manages related
public events and public information. This section also provides liaison and support to the Town
Cemetery Commitiee. The Fleet Maintenance section includes the repair, maintenance, and
procurement of the CPW's vehicles and associated equipment, and oversight of one of the Town's
two fuel dispensing stations.

5. Water and Sewer

This division is responsible for managing the Town’s Water and Sewer Programs. Led by
the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the division operates and maintains the Town’s public
drinking water system, consisting of groundwater and surface water sources, and the water
pumping, treatment, distribution, and storage systems. The division is responsible for water
source protection and conservation, and for meeting all associated federal and state drinking-water
rules and regulations. The division is also responsible for maintaining and operating the Town'’s
sewer collection, pumping, treatment, and disposal systems, including the 1.2-mgd wastewater
treatment plant, and for meeting all associated federal and state wastewater rules and regulations.
The maintenance and operation of the treatment plant are under contract, with operational and
administrative oversight provided by the division. Town sewers serve approximately 30% of the
Town. Division staff also provides winter maintenance support services for the Highway and
Grounds Division.
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IV. Board/Commission Involvement

One commission and one committee are closely involved in activities of Concord Public
Works—the Public Works Commission and the Cemetery Committee. Their work is summarized
below. In addition, the CPW works actively with the Wastewater Planning Committee in the
development of the Town's Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan.

1. Public Works Commission

The Public Works Commission, consisting of five members, is appointed by the Town
Manager for staggered, three-year terms. The commission advises the Town Manager, the
Director of Public Works, the Planning Board, and other Town boards on matters that concemn
Town water, sewerage, solid waste, drainage, and roads. The commission is responsible for
setting policy and rate schedules for water, sewerage, and solid waste service, and approves
minimum standards for, and the final layout of, Town roads.

2. Cemetery Commitiee

The Cemetery Committee has five members, appointed by the Town Manager for
staggered three-year terms. The committee is responsible for oversight of the operation of Town
cemeteries and burlal grounds, and for establishing policies, regulations, and a schedule of
charges.
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{DECEMBER 31, 2006 FOR THE MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT ENTERPRISE FUND)

ASSETS
Current:
Cash and short-term investments
Invastments

User fees, nel of allowance for uncollectibles
Bettermant receivables

intergovernmental receivables

inventory

Materials and supplies, at average cost
Prepaid expenses

Other assets

Total current assels
Noncurrent:

Betlerment receivables, net of current
Capital assets being depreciated, net
Capital assets not being depreciated

Tetal mncurrer_zl assels
TOTAE ASSETS

LIABILITIES

Current:

Warrants payable

Accrued liabilities

Uneamed revenue

Customer deposits

Provision for rate stabllization

Notes payable

Other current liabililies

Current porion of long-term liabilities:
Bonds payable
Acerued employee benefits

Total current liabilities

Nencurrent:
Bonds payable, net of current portion
Accrued employee benefits, net of current portion

Tolal noricurrent liabifities
TOTAL LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS

invesled in capital assets, net of related debl
Restricted
Unrestricted

TOTAL NET ASSETS

See notes to financiat siatements.

TOWN OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS

PROPRIETARY FUNDS

STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS

JUNE 30, 2007

Business-Type Activities
Enterprise Funds

Walter Sewer Electric Swim
Fund Fund Fund Furd Jotal
$ 4422517 $ 3,879,889 $ B,02t,978 $ 1,809,147 $ 18,333,489
- - 2,165,624 - 2,165,624
681,983 340,734 3,890,788 - 4,913,503
- 103,100 - - 103,100
- 6,599,537 - “ 6,589,537
34,842 - - - 34,842
- - B29,071 - 829,071
- - 489,593 - 489,593
- n 159,708 - 159,708
5,138,342 11,023,270 15,556,708 1,808,147 33,628,467
.- 1,851,439 - - 1,851,439
14,698,343 19,015,833 28,761,753 9,485,723 72,861,652
3,576,350 4,610,856 1,887,117 37,525 10,111,848
18,274,693 26,478,128 30,648,870 9,523,248 84,924,838
23,414,035 37,501,388 46,205,578 11,432,395 118,553,406
525,646 973,344 1,755,004 62,600 3,316,554
578,714 568,805 151,427 18,765 1.317.,711
- - - 1,142,663 1,142,663
. - 244,572 - 244,572
. - 3.916,568 - 3,916,568
750,000 - 100,000 - 1,450,000
M . 231,502 - 231,502
§30,000 533,827 535,000 100,000 1,798,827
8,924 2,231 - 3,449 14,604
2,493,284 2,078,207 7.534,073 1,327,477 . 13,433,041
4,970,000 15,400,648 2,630,000 300,000 23,300,648
803290 20,081 85,952 31.037 217.390
5,050,320 15,420,729 2,715,952 . 331,037 23,518,038
7,543,604 17,498,936 10,250,025 1,658,514 36,851,079
11,824,693 15,226,929 27,483,870 9,141,085 63,776,577
- 2.456.995 - - 2,456,995
3,945,738 2,316,538 8,471,683 632,796 15,368,755
§$ 15,870,431 § 20,002.462 $ 35,055,553 $  9.773.881 5 B1,602,327
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TOWN OF CCNCORD, MASSACHUSETTS

PROPRIETARY FUNDS

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN FUND NET ASSETS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2007

(DECEMBER 31, 2008 FOR THE MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT ENTERPRISE FUND)

Operating Revenues:
Charges for services

Total Operating Revenues

Operating Expenses:
Personnel services
Non-personne! sarvices
Depreciation:

Electric operations

Total Operating Expenses
Operating Income
Noncperating Revenues {Expenses):
Investment income
Interest expense

Other nonoperating income, net

Total Nonoperating Revenues {Expenses), Net

income Before Transfers and Capital Cantribution

Capital contribution
Transfers in
Transfers out
Change in Net Assets
Net Asseis at Beginning of Year, as restated

Net Assets af End of Year

See nates to financial statements.

Business-Type Activilies

Enterprise Funds

Water Sewer Etectric Swim

Fund Fund Fund Fund Total
$ 3,441,781 $ 4,750,385 $ 17,829,056 § 2,677,069 $ 28,658,301
3,441,791 4,750,385 17,828,056 2,677,088 28,698,301
881,612 259,706 - 1,117,351 2,258,669
667,275 741,668 - 537,457 1,946,400
605,192 1,114,055 1,273,086 108,915 3,101,248
- - 14,160,751 - 14,160,751
2,154,079 2,115,429 15,433,837 1,763,723 21,4;57.068
1,287,712 2,634,956 2,395,219 913,346 7.231.253
165,835 206,565 404,395 64,957 831,752
{183,130) {219,347) (177,549} (19,169) (599,195)
55 41,705 680,267 - 722,057
(27,240) 28,923 907,143 45,788 854,614
1,260,472 2,663,879 3,302,362 959,134 8,185,847
- - - §,135,000 9,135,000
.- - - 154,169 154,169
(479,511} (157.352) (340,000) {5,764) (982.627)
780,961 2,508,527 2,962,332 10,242,539 15,492.38§
15,089,470 17,495,835 32,893,191 {468,658) 65,109,938
$ 15,870,434 $ 20,002 462 ° $ 35,955,553 $ 81,602,327
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Cash Flows From Operafing Activities:
Receipts from customers and users
Payments to vendors and employees
Receipts from nencurmrent deposits

Net Cash Provided By Operating Activities

Cash Fiows From Noncapital Financing Activities:
Transfers in '
Transfers out
Gther

Nel Cash {Used for) Noncapital Financing Activities

Cash Flows From Capital and Related Financing Activities:
Proceeds from issuance of bonds and notes
Acquisition and construction of capital assets
Acquisition and construclion of wility plant
Net additions to construction in progress
Principal payments on bonds and notes
Interest expense
Net additions lo customer advances for construction

MWet Cash {Used For) Capital and Related Financing Activities

Cash Flows From Investing Activities;
Investment income ’
Sales of investment shares

HNet Cash Provided By Investing Activities

Net Change in Ca;h and Short-Term Investments
Cash and Shori-Term Investments, Beginning of Year
Cash and Short-Term investments, End of Year

Reconciliation of Operating Incame to Net Casih
Provided by Operating Activities:
Operating income
Adjustrments to reconcile operating income to net
cash provided by operating activities:
Cther income
Depreciation
Changes in assets and Hzbilities:
User fees receivables
Betterments
Inventary
Maierials and supplies
Deferred costs
Prepaid expenses
Moncurmrent deposits with Town Treasurer
Warrants and accounts payable
Accrued liabifities
Cther liabiiilies
Unearned revenus
Provisions

Net Cash Provided By Operaling Activilies

See noles fo financial statements.,

TOWN OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS

PROPRIETARY FUNDS

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2007
(DECEMBER 31, 2006 FOR THE MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT ENTERPRISE FUND)

Business-Type Activities

Enterprise Funds

Water Sewer Elactric Swim

Fund Fund Fund Fund Totai
$ 3,327,269 $ 3,028,768 5 18,759,181 $§ 233573 $ 27,450,049
{788,248) (234,185} (15,681,317) (1,573,463) (18,267,213}
- - 8,503 - B.503
2,550,021 2,794,583 3,078,367 762,268 9,192,239
- . - 154,169 154,169
(478,511 (157,352} (340,000) (5,764) (982,627)
55 41,705 - - 41,760
(479,455} {115.54%) {340,000} 148,405 (786,698}
4,250,000 4,400,463 1,200,000 . 9,850,463
(4,807,324} {7,250,840) - {37.525) {11,895,689)
- - {1,610,241) - (1.810,241)
. - (340,614) - (340.614)
(505,000) (255,525} (975,000) (115,000) (1.850,525)
(183,130) (219,347} (177.549) {19,169) {599,195)
- - 29,219 - 29,219
(1,045,454) {3,325,249) {1,874,185) (171,664) {6.416,582)
185,835 205,565 404,395 84,957 831,752
- - 4,405 - 4.405
155,835 206,585 408,800 54,957 836,157
1,189,046 (439,748) 1,270,982 803,936 2,825,116
3,232 571 4,419,847 6,750,944 1,105,211 15.508.373
$ 4,422,517 $ 3,979,899 $ 8,021,928 $ 1,909,147 $ 16,333,489
§ 1,287,712 § 2634956 $ 2,395,218 $ 013348 $ 7231233
- - 464,148 Co. 464,148
605,192 1,114,055 1,273,086 . 1089815 3,101,248
(120,985) 332,922 (1,072,714) - (860,777}
- {2,054,538) - - (2,054,539}
8,589 . . - 8,565
- - 75,236 - 75,235
. - (48,550} - {48,559)
- - {136,077} - (136,077)
- - (571,330) - (571,330)
341,220 290,226 - 62,500 694,046
430,849 477,374 (192,088) 18,765 -734,900
6,464 (411) 8,503 o 14,556
. . - (341,358) (341,358}

- - 880,943 - 80,843
§ 2,580,001  §_ 2794583 § 3076367 § 7627268 $ 5,192,239
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A GLOSSARY OF TERMS COMMONLY USED IN
MUNICIPAL FINANCE

Abatement: A complete or partial cancellation of a levy imposed by a governmental unit;
applicable to tax levies and special assessments.

Accrual Basis: In the context of accounting, practice in which expenses and income are
accounted for as they are earned or incurred, whether or not they have been received or paid.

Appropriation: An authorization granted by a legislative body to make expenditures and
o incur obligations for specific purposes. An appropriation is usually limited in amount and the
time when it may be expended. Only a vote of Town Meeting or the School Committee can
authorize money appropriated for one purpose to be used for another. Any amount which is
appropriated may be encumbered. Any part of the general appropriation not spent or encumbered
by June 30 automatically reverts to surplus. A specific or particular appropriation is carried
forward from year to year until spent for the designated purpose or transferred by Town Meeting
vote 1o another account.

Assessed Valuation: The value placed upon a particular property by the local Board of
Assessors for the purpose of apportioning the Town's tax ievy among individual property owners
equitably and in accordance with the legal requirement that property be assessed at "full and fair
cash value," certified periodically by the Commonwealth's Commissioner of Revenue (no less
frequently than once every three years).

Audit: Work done by accountants in examining financial reports, reviewing compliance
with applicable laws and regulations, reviewing efficiency and economy of operations, and
reviewing effectiveness in achieving program results. A basic audit examines only the financial
reports and legal compliance. An outside Certified Public Accountant (CPA) audit is directed
primarily toward the expression of an opinion as to the fairness of the financial statements and
submission of a management letter. An auditor must be independent of the executive branch of
government. A state auditor, private CPA, or public accountant, or elected auditor meets this test.

Balance Sheet: A statement which discloses the assets, liabilities, reserves, and equities
of a fund or government unit at a specified date.

Balanced Budget: A plan of financial operation in which the estimate of proposed
expenditures for a given period is less than or equal to the proposed means of financing these
expenditures (from various sources of funds or revenues).

Budget: A plan of financial operation embodying an estimate of proposed expenditures for
a given period (usually a 12-month period referred to as the Fiscal Year, or FY) and the proposed
means of financing them. A budget may be preliminary (the financial plan presented to the Town
Meeting) or final (the plan approved by that body).

Capital Budget: A plan of proposed capital outlays, and the means of financing them for
the current fiscal period. It is usually a part of the current budget but may also be a multi-year
plan.

Capital Improvement: A major, non-recurring expenditure involving one of the following:

a. Real Property - Includes the purchase or lease of land, existing buildings and
appurtenant structures, and fixtures attached to land and buildings.
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b. Equipment - Includes the replacement or addition of major items of equipment with a life
expectancy of at least two years and a cost of at least $5,000. Similar items can be bundled
together.

¢. Projects - Include activities such as the foilowing:

1. Construction of new buildings or facilities (including architectural, engineering, and
related fees).

2. Improvements or major repairs (costing $5,000 or more) of existing buildings or
facilities, aside from routine maintenance.

3. Studies or other activities (costing $5,000 or more) that either relate to future “brick
and mortar” projects, or are a part of a multi-year program of infrastructure
improvements.

4. An annual sum available for routine building improvements, renovations, or repairs.

Cherry Sheet: An annual statement received from the Massachusetts Department of
Revenue (DOR) detailing estimated receipts for the next fiscal year from the various state aid
accounts, and estimated state and county government charges payable by the Town, and included
by the local Assessors in setting the tax rate. The actual receipts and charges may vary from the
estimates.

Classification: The division of property valuations by type of property. There are five
classes: Residential, Open Space, Commercial, Industrial, and Personal. The Selectmen may set
as many as three different tax rates (within limits set forth in state law): for residences, for
business and personal, and for open space.

Debt Service: Payment of interest and principal related to long term debt.

Depreciation: A non-cash expense (also known as non-cash charge} that provides a
source of avallable funds. Amount allocated during the period to amortize the cost of acquiring
long-term assets over the useful life of the assets. This is an accounting expense not a real
expense that demands cash.

Encumbrance: Obligations such as purchase orders, contracts, or salary commitments
that are chargeable to an appropriation, and for which a part of the appropriation is reserved.

Enterprise Fund: A fiscal entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that is utilized to
account for a governmental service when it is the intent to recover the total cost of service,
including depreciation, primarily through user charges imposed on the consumers of the service.
Examples in Concord include: electricity provided by the Concord Municipal Light Plant, and
Water and Sewer services provided by the Department of Public Works.

Equalized Valuation (EQV): The value of all property as determined by the
Commissioner of Revenue biennially, using a standard of "full and fair value"; also referred to as
EQV.

Expenditure: The spending of money by the Town for the programs or projecis within the
approved budget.

Fiscal Year (FY): A 12-month period, commencing July 1 and ending June 30, to which
the annual budget applies, and at the end of which a governmental unit determines its financial
position and the resuits of its operations. The number of the fiscal year is that of the calendar year
in which it ends; FY2009 is the fiscal year which ends June 30, 2009.
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Free Cash: Referred to by statute as "undesignated fund balance”. Certified each July 1
by the state, this is the portion of Fund Balance available for appropriation. |t is not cash, but
rather is approximately the total of cash and receivables, less current liabilities and earmarked
reserves, reduced also by reserves for uncolliected taxes.

Fund: An accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that are segregated for
the purpose of carrying on specific activities or attaining certain objectives in accordance with
specific regulations, restrictions, or limitations.

Fund Balance: The amount by which cash, accounts receivable, and other assets exceed
liabilities and restricted reserves. ltis akin to the stockholders equity account on a corporate
balance sheet. It is not, however, available for appropriation in full because a portion of the assets
listed as "accounts receivable" may be taxes receivable and uncollected (see Free Cash).

General Fund: The fund info which the general (non-earmarked) revenues of the Town
are deposited, and from which money is appropriated to pay expenses.

General Obligation Bonds: Bonds issued by the Town that are backed by the full faith
and credit of its taxing authority.

Land Fund: A fund established by Town bylaw in FY1986 to which may be added an
annual appropriation, gifts, and grants. The use of the fund is restricted to the acquisition of land,
debt service on designated [and purchases, and related costs, such as legal and appraisal fees.

Overlay: The amount raised from the property tax levy in excess of appropriations and
other charges. It cannot exceed 5 percent of the levy, and is used to cover abatements and
exemptions granted locally or on appeal.

Overlay Surplus: The unused portions of overlay accounts from previous years; at the
end of each fiscal year, this amount is computed from information provided by the Board of
Assessors. Any sum so designated is transferred to, and becomes part of, the General Fund
undesignated fund balance.

Override: A vote 1o increase the amount of property tax revenue that may be raised over
the levy limit set by Proposition 2'.

Personal Services: The cost of salaries, wages, and related employment benefits.

Property Tax Levy: The amount produced by muttiplying the assessed valuation of
property by the tax rate. The tax rate is expressed per thousand dollars of assessed valuation.
For example:

House Value: $500,000
Tax Rate: $10.72 (which means $10.72 per thousand $$ of valuation)
Levy Calculation: $10.72 muttiplied by $500,000 divided by $1,000.
Result, Property Tax Levy: $5,360

Proposition 2% (see below): A tax limitation measure passed by Massachusetts voiers in
1980 that limits the growth of the fotal property tax levy to 2.5% per year. New construction values
are added to this limit. Two provisions of Prop 212, so-called, ailow the Town 1o raise taxes above
this tax levy limit, upon approvai by a Town-wide vote: an operating override or a debt exclusion.

Purchased Services: The cost of services that are provided by a vendor.
Page 1X-16



Reserve Fund: A fund appropriated each year that may be used only by vote of the
Finance Committee for "extraordinary or unforeseen expenditures.”

Revolving Fund: Those funds that may be used without appropriation, and that are
established for special uses. Fees (such as for recreation) may be paid into a revolving fund.
Revolving funds are established directly by state law or by Town bylaw consistent with state law.

Tax Levy: Total amount of dollars assessed in property taxes by the Town each fiscal
year.

Warrant: A list of items to be voted upon at Town Meeting.

Terms Associated with Proposition 21

Excess Levy Capacity: The difference between the Town's maximum annual tax levy
limit as established by Proposition 2%z, and its actual tax levy for the current year. It is additional
tax levy that a town could raise without asking voters for an override or debt exclusion.

Growth Revenue: The amount of property tax revenue that the Town can add to its
aliowable tax levy as a result of new construction, alterations, subdivision, or change of use of a
parcel..

Primary Levy Limit, or Absolute Limit: 2.5 percent of certified full and fair cash value of
taxable property. -

Secondary Levy Limit, or Annual Levy Limit: Prior levy limit plus 2.5 percent (base)
plus growth revenue.
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