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1. Get a FREE home energy assessment
Buildings are the largest source of carbon emissions in Concord. A free home 
energy assessment will provide recommendations for how you can cut energy use, 
reduce emissions, and save money at home. You may be eligible for no-cost or 
discounted energy efficiency improvements including light bulbs, insulation, air 
sealing, thermostats and heating equipment. If you heat with natural gas, 
visit masssave.org or call 1-855-891-9899. If you use electric, oil, or propane heat, 
visit ee.ene.org or call 1-888-772-4242.

2. Electrify your home heating and cooling
Transitioning away from using fossil fuels like natural gas and oil to heat and cool 
our homes will be critical to meeting our sustainability goals. You may not be ready 
for a new home or water heating system today, but you can commit today that when 
you DO need an upgrade, you’ll consider ground-source or air-source heat pumps. 
Heat pumps are a clean alternative can reduce your energy cost and improve the 
comfort of your home. Find out more about heat pumps and rebates available from 
Concord Municipal Light Plant.

3. Drive less
Transportation makes up almost 40% of our carbon emissions. Reduce your miles 
driven by walking, biking, and taking public transportation more frequently.

4. Drive electric
Switching to an electric vehicle reduces your emissions by 70% today and 100% 
when we reach 100% carbon-free electricity. Learn more about driving electric 
including rebates, charging, and available options.

https://www.masssave.com/en
https://ee.ene.org/
https://concordma.gov/1870/Rebates-for-your-Home
https://concordma.gov/1870/Rebates-for-your-Home
https://concordma.gov/1870/Rebates-for-your-Home
https://concordma.gov/2168/Sustainability-on-the-Move
https://concordma.gov/2168/Sustainability-on-the-Move
https://concordma.gov/2168/Sustainability-on-the-Move
https://concordma.gov/2169/Electric-Vehicles
https://concordma.gov/2169/Electric-Vehicles
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Waste and Recycling

5. Reduce waste
Emissions from waste are a small percentage of our carbon footprint, but have 
increased about 15% since 2008. Learn more about what, where, and how to 
recycle and reduce your waste in Concord.

6. Compost
Composting your food and organic waste is another way to reduce waste. You can 
do this in your backyard or opt into a curbside collection program. You can also 
take advantage of Concord’s compost site for yard waste.

7. Conserve water indoors and outdoors
Water is critical to reducing our emissions and to being prepared for the future of 
climate change. Changing precipitation patterns and temperatures could impact 
the quantity and quality of our water supply. Learn more about water saving 
rebates through Concord’s Water and Sewer division.

8. Practice sustainable landscaping
Concord’s water demand doubles during the summer months because of outdoor 
water use. Consider using native plants and lawn alternatives. Learn more about 
saving water outdoors and irrigation systems in Concord. For step-by-step 
guidance on sustainable landscaping at home, check out Concord's Sustainable 
Landscaping Handbook! Protecting and enhancing our tree canopy is important to 
mitigate the impacts of climate change. Learn more about Concord's setback tree 
planting program and explore Concord's TreeKeeper inventory of public shade 
trees.

9. Talk to your family and friends
You can help spread the word. Talk to your family, friends, neighbors, professional 
networks, and community groups about why sustainability is important to you and 
what you’ve done at home and in your community. Check out our 5 Tips for 
Communicating Climate Change.

10. Get involved
Get involved in local, regional or national groups working on climate policy to 
amplify your impact.

https://concordma.gov/482/Trash-Recycling
https://concordma.gov/482/Trash-Recycling
https://concordma.gov/482/Trash-Recycling
https://concordma.gov/510/Yard-Waste-Recycling
https://concordma.gov/510/Yard-Waste-Recycling
https://concordma.gov/510/Yard-Waste-Recycling
https://concordma.gov/343/Conservation-Efficiency
https://concordma.gov/343/Conservation-Efficiency
https://concordma.gov/343/Conservation-Efficiency
https://concordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/20353/Native-Plant-Brochure-Final?bidId=
https://concordma.gov/353/Saving-Water-Outdoors
https://concordma.gov/353/Saving-Water-Outdoors
https://concordma.gov/338/Irrigation-Bylaw
https://concordma.gov/2541/Sustainable-Landscape-Handbook
https://concordma.gov/2541/Sustainable-Landscape-Handbook
https://concordma.gov/2257/Setback-Tree-Planting-Program
https://concordma.gov/2257/Setback-Tree-Planting-Program
https://concordma.treekeepersoftware.com/index.cfm?deviceWidth=1920
https://concordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/17470/5-Tips-for-Communicating-about-Climate-Change
https://concordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/17470/5-Tips-for-Communicating-about-Climate-Change
https://concordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/17470/5-Tips-for-Communicating-about-Climate-Change
https://concordma.gov/2183/Sustainability-in-Our-Community
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