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1. Jill Colpak, 20 Concord Rd.  

2. Jean and Alexander Easterday, 48 Maple St. 

3. Cynthia Katz, 20 Conant Rd.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: The Select Board Correspondence policy has been updated as of January 27, 
2025. The letters posted here reflect the views and opinions of the author as recorded in 
the body of their email. Neither the Select Board nor Town staff have verified or reviewed 
the contents. The Select Board and the Town do not necessarily agree, condone, support or 
advocate the ideas expressed in these letters and have not verified any factual statements 
made in the letters. 



Greetings, 
 
I am writing to the Select Board to encourage you to continue the Residential Tax Exemption. I 
am a resident of Concord Greene, and the RTE does help me. 
 
I am a retired educator, on a fixed income, but still subject to increases in medical insurance 
costs, food inflation, car repair and insurance increases. Our condo fees have risen, in some part 
due to requirements of the Natural Resources Commission, imposing regulations on us that 
were not in force when the property was developed, as well as the inflationary costs of 
maintaining our property. 
 
I will also remind you that the Town does not need to plow our streets. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this as well as all the other hard work you do for Concord. 
 
Regards, 
Jill Colpak 
20 Concord Greene 



 
To Select Board members, Town Manager and Deputy Town Manager, Town Planner: 
  
I have met with Megan Zammuto about the potential cell tower at Rideout, reported in two 
Concord Bridge Articles. Putting an 85 foot high, 8 feet wide cell tower in Rideout Field 
seems unnecessary to me and everyone I've spoken with in the neighborhood. I have 
NEVER had poor cell service at home in West Concord or on walks throughout West 
Concord. Nor have any of the neighbors I've checked with. Megan shared the town's 
consultant's schematics of where in West Concord there is poor coverage. If that report is 
accurate, and there is a significant gap in coverage, why haven't we experienced 
problems? Does the town have data from residents who live near Rideout/Village about 
their cell service to share? Are there actual significant gaps in coverage?  Also, wouldn't the 
town need zoning relief from General Zoning Requirements to have a cell tower built at 
Rideout. Prior to putting out an RFP why wouldn't the town survey residents to determine 
and document actual gaps in coverage.  
  
Yes, Concord Center needs better cell service. We all know that because we experience 
cell phone problems. You know it because people contact you about it.  So I wonder why a 
cell tower wasn't or isn't being considered at Emerson Field? That would boost service at 
CCHS, a location needing increased service according to the Town, and in the center 
in general, an area of Concord that has continually poor, and at times non-existent cell 
service.   
  
An 85 foot tall pole is more than double the current flag pole height at Rideout, let alone the 
8 foot circumference, and required fencing surround. It would be an unsightly and out of 
scale addition to a busy, well utilized town Park, with children and adults almost 
constantly filling the facility. Similar to Emerson Field, it is surrounded by a dense 
neighborhood. Additionally, data shows that cell towers in close proximity to houses 
decrease their value. Our zoning laws try to protect houses from close proximity to 
cell towers. Why would the town want to site a tower in a Park, and neighborhood, 
especially when there is Town Conservation land nearby that could accommodate and 
"hide" an 85 foot cell tower.  
  
Before an RFP is issued, please collect information from West Concord residents about 
our actual cell service so we have data about real need. Additionally, please don't wait 
until you have an RFP or a plan in place for public input.   
  
There are other areas that might need boosted service in West Concord, but Rideout and 
its surrounds do not need it. Nor do we want such a well used Town Field to be a house for 
a huge out of scale tower. 
  
Thank you, and sincerely 
cynthia katz 
20 Conant Street, West Concord  



Dear Concord Recreation Commission, 
  
As direct abutters to Rideout Park, we respectfully submit our signatures in the attached 
petition to express our collective concern about the Recreation Commission’s process 
and proposal to convert the existing tennis courts at Rideout into dedicated pickleball 
courts. 
  
While this proposal was first presented to the public at the Recreation Commission’s 
Rideout Subcommittee meeting on October 21, 2025, we understand that planning has 
been underway since January—without any meaningful community outreach or 
input. It is not clear to us when and how the decision was made to conduct a study for 
dedicated pickleball options at Rideout less than 6 months after the June 2024 
Concord Recreation Facilities Strategic Plan recommended the addition of new 
pickleball courts separate from Rideout Park. 
  
Rideout Park has long served as a valued, multi-use facility supporting a wide range of 
recreational needs within the West Concord community. Residents have consistently 
advocated to keep this public space inclusive and accessible to all, rather than 
dedicating it to a single activity. 
  
The current proposal—described by the Recreation Commission Chair as “making a 
Pickleball Center in West Concord” during a January 8, 2025 Subcommittee 
meeting—is inconsistent with that vision. Converting the existing tennis courts into 
dedicated pickleball courts would prioritize one group’s interests over others, including 
tennis players, nearby residents, and those who enjoy peaceful outdoor recreation. 
  
While neighbors have not filed formal noise complaints about pickleball at 
Rideout, this should not be interpreted as an absence of impact. Many have taken 
steps—such as installing solid fencing—to try to help mitigate sound, demonstrating our 
willingness to coexist and support diverse recreational uses. However, altering the 
current court configuration would place additional strain on the surrounding 
neighborhood, which has already worked in good faith to accommodate existing 
pickleball activity. 
  
We respectfully request that the Recreation Commission direct the Subcommittee to 
address the immediate need of resurfacing the existing courts at Rideout and defer any 
new plans for dedicated pickleball courts until a full, town-wide court assessment and 
recommendation are completed. 
  
Thank you for your attention and for considering the voices of those of us who live, work 
from home, and play at Rideout Park. 
  
Sincerely, 
Rideout Park Surrounding Neighbors 
  
CC: 



• Leigh Jackson, Recreation Director; please distribute to: 
o Concord Recreation Committee 
o Concord Recreation Committee’s Rideout Subcommittee 

• Elizabeth Hughes, Town Planner; please distribute to: 
o West Concord Advisory Committee 
o Community Preservation Committee 

• Kerry Lafleau, Town Manager 
• Concord Select Board 
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