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FORM A - AREA Area Letter Form numbers in this Area 

West Concord 

of Area (if any) 

Riverside Park 

nt Use Residential 

ral Date or Period 1892-1910 

ral Condition good 

' fa*»t> frim^T&rfittf'S MCi 17 acres 
e. . . „ n . &£&7Wt Str&t Acreage 
Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within it. 
Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet if space here is not sufficient). 

Recorded by A n n e M- Forbes 

Organization C o n c o r < 3 H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date 2/15/88 

| (ptnwter(^ ^ k 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 
SCALE 

N 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

COM T 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

Like Harness Shop Vill a g e , begun three years e a r l i e r , Riverside Park i s a mixed 
r e s i d e n t i a l area, composed of a short s t r e e t , (Assabet Ave.,) of s t y l i s h , middle-class 
houses on the r i v e r f r o n t , backed by a neighborhood f i l l e d mainly w i t h workers' cottages, 
(Grove St. and upper Barrett's M i l l Rd.). 

On Assabet Ave., the considerable lo c a l s t y l i s t i c range of the 1890's i s v i v i d l y 
i l l u s t r a t e d . Ranging from a l a t e Greco/Italianate house at #29 Assabet, through several 
of more complex Queen Anne massing, to a boxy Four-Square, t h i s short street displays a 
va r i e t y more t y p i c a l of higher-style Concord " v i l l a g e " than of West Concord. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

The 1890's were the heyday of the lo c a l l y - c o n t r o l l e d real estate syndicate i n West 
Concord. I n the case of Riverside Park, i t was the Mass. Reformatory's Superintendent, 
Joseph Scott, and the proprietor of the "prison store", George Russell, who were the 
trustees of the group that bought 17 acres of land from the Prescott Hosmer family heirs 
to be developed f o r 37 house l o t s . I n doing so they helped meet the demand for housing 
near Concord Junction during the period of i t s most rapid growth. Most c r u c i a l at the 
time was the continuing shortage of accommodations fo r the families of employees at the 
Mass. Reformatory across Elm St.; i n f a c t , s i x of the seven 1890's houses s t i l l standing 
on Assabet Av. were owned by people w i t h Reformatory a f f i l i a t i o n s . At least ten more 
Reformatory families had s e t t l e d on Grove St. and Barrett's M i l l by 1906. 

The stage had been set f o r development since 1879, however, when the Middlesex 
Central Railroad was extended from Concord center t o j o i n the Framingham and Lowell 
opposite the prison entrance. By the time the State Prison became the Massachusetts 
Reformatory i n 1884, an engine house, turntable, and depot/hotel had been b u i l t j u s t t o 
the west of the Hosmer land. Consequently, r a i l r o a d workers who were needed to work at 
Reformatory Junction made up another s i g n i f i c a n t group of Riverside Park's early 
residents. 

B I B L ^ ^ ^ S n c ^ ^ R ^ R E f t f f i S o ^ Chronicle, 1865-1900. 
The Concord Enterprise, 1892-96, 1899. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1918, 1927. ^ 
Albert Wood, surveyor. Plan of Riverside Park, Concord, Mass. 1892. 
•Walcott, Charles. T i t l e s . Undated manuscript. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

w. CONCORD 

iProperty Name: Riverside Park 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

On the other hand, on Grove St. and upper Barrett's M i l l Rd., the tone i s more 
modest, and the house-types are more uniform. Several 2 1/2-story, vernacular 
gable-front houses appear, as they do a l l over West Concord, but the area i s dominated by 
simple 1 1/2-story, gable-and-ell "knee-wall" cottages: on Grove St., most have facade 
or wrap-around verandas wi t h lathe-turned columns; (see Form # ,114 Grove St.) On 
Barrett's M i l l , a group of four t i n y i d e n t i c a l , 2-bay, gable-front cottages i s unique i n 
West Concord, (see Form # , 845-869 Barrett's M i l l ) . 

At either end of t h i s group, and extending beyond the o r i g i n a l subdivision, more 
v a r i e t y appears: most notable are a few large vernacular/Queen Anne houses w i t h 
pedimented gables, (cf. the house of Reformatory o f f i c e r William Jenness at 762 Barrett's 
M i l l , b u i l t i n 1899 by the p r o l i f i c West Concord builder, Isaac Beharrell,) a Queen Anne 
cottage w i t h canted corners, and a few early 20th-century houses—a Four-Square, a 
Gambrel, and a shingled Craftsman-type bungalow. 

Also located j u s t outside the 1892 subdivision, two houses at 874 and 894 Elm St., a 
ca. 1880's 2 1/2-story gable-front and a ca. 1900 Four-Square, l i n k the neighborhood w i t h 
the Reformatory area to the southwest. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

Although Riverside Park was a speculative development, i t s o v erall d i v i s i o n between a 
section p r i m a r i l y composed of small workers' cottages, (Grove St. and upper Barrett's 
M i l l , ) and a str e e t of more s t y l i s h middle-class houses i s more t y p i c a l of 
company-sponsored housing. I n f a c t , the resemblance to j u s t such a neighborhood, Harness 
Shop Village, b u i l t f o r the Boston Harness Company at Concord Junction i n 1889-91 i s 
s t r i k i n g , even to the extent that, i n both cases, the more s t y l i s h street i s composed of 
only one row of houses, overlooking the r i v e r . 
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S t r e e t n u m b e r s m a r k e d w i t h a n a s t e r i s k , ( * , ) i n d i c a t e p r o p e r t i e s 
w h i c h a l s o a p p e a r o n S t r e e t s c a p e F o r m s ; t h o s e w i t h t w o a s t e r i s k s , 
( * * , ) a p p e a r o n i n d i v i d u a l f o r m s . N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r - l i s t e d 
p r o p e r t i e s a r e m a r k e d " N R " . 

ASSABET AVENUE 

*29 A s s a b e t A v . 
House o f R e f o r m a t o r y o f f i c e r D a v i d B a l l , c a . 1 8 9 4 . L a t e 

G r e c o - I t a l i a n a t e , g a b l e - f r o n t , c l a p b o a r d h o u s e ; w r a p - a r o u n d p o r c h 
w i t h c h a m f e r e d p o s t s a n d d i a g o n a l b r a c e s . C l a p b o a r d c a r r i a g e h o u s e 
o f s i m i l a r d a t e . 

*39 A s s a b e t A v . 
Home o f Thomas C u r r y , R e f o r m a t o r y i n s t r u c t o r , c a . 1 8 9 4 - 9 5 . 

G r e c o - I t a l i a n a t e v e r n a c u l a r , w i t h e n d p a v i l i o n s a n d c e n t e r e n t r y 
p o r c h w i t h t u r n e d c o l u m n s a n d s c r o l l b r a c k e t s . C l a p b o a r d . S m a l l 
c l a p b o a r d c a r r i a g e h o u s e o f s i m i l a r d a t e . 

* 5 1 A s s a b e t A v . 
House o f R e f o r m a t o r y i n s t r u c t o r C h a r l e s R u s s e l l ; s q u a r e C o l o n i a l 

R e v i v a l p y r a m i d - r o o f e d h o u s e w i t h 2 - s t o r y , p e d i m e n t e d p a v i l i o n a n d 
c u t - o u t f a c a d e c o r n e r ; e n t r y p o r c h r e m o v e d p o s t - 1 9 2 7 . C l a p b o a r d , c a . 
1 8 9 4 - 5 . 

r-n *57 A s s a b e t A v e . 
Ca . 1 9 3 0 ' s 1 - s t o r y s h i n g l e d , p y r a m i d - r o o f e d c o t t a g e ; o r i g i n a l l y 

o n p r o p e r t y o f # 6 1 . 

*61 A s s a b e t A v . 
House o f R e f o r m a t o r y e n g r a v i n g i n s t r u c t o r W i l l i a m T o l m a n , b u i l t 

1 3 9 9 . A r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d , b u t name u n k n o w n . Queen A n n e ; s y n t h e t i c 
s i d i n g , 1 9 8 0 ' s w i n d o w s a n d f r o n t d e c k . 

i ~\tpj *71 A s s a b e t A v . 
B u i l t f o r H a r o l d J u d k i n s , c l e r k o f M a s s . R e f o r m a t o r y , c a . 

1 8 9 4 - 5 . G a b l e & e l l p l a n Queen Anne v e r n a c u l a r ; s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . 
P r e - 1 9 1 8 g a r a g e . 

* 7 9 - 8 1 A s s a b e t A v e . 
M u s k e t a q u i d B i c y c l e C l u b , 1 8 9 5 . Queen Anne c l u b h o u s e ; c o n v e r t e d 

t o r e s i d e n c e s , a n d 2nd s t o r y a d d e d , 1 9 0 4 , b y I s a a c B e h a r r e l l . 
1 9 7 0 ' s - ' 8 0 ' s w i n d o w s a n d p o r c h ; s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . 

*89 A s s a b e t A v . 
B u i l t f o r R e f o r m a t o r y O f f i c e r G e o r g e B l a k e , l a t e 1 8 9 0 ' s . Queen 

Anne v e r n a c u l a r ; c l a p b o a r d . P r e - 1 9 1 8 c l a p b o a r d g a r a g e . 
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*103 A s s a b e t A v . 

1 8 9 0 ' s c l a p b o a r d A m e r i c a n F o u r - S q u a r e ; t u r n e d c o l u m n s a n d s c r o l l 
b r a c k e t s a t v e r a n d a a n d r e a r s i d e e n t r y . P r e - 1 9 1 8 c l a p b o a r d g a r a g e 
a n d c a . 1 9 3 0 ' s g u e s t h o u s e . 

* 1 1 1 A s s a b e t A v . 
1 9 3 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y g a b l e - f r o n t c o t t a g e w i t h C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

p o r c h . Wood s h i n g l e . 

BARRETT'S M I L L ROAD 

742 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Ca. 1899 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y v e r n a c u l a r g a b l e - f r o n t h o u s e w i t h p e d i m e n t e d 

s i d e b a y a n d d o r m e r ; l a t h e - t u r n e d c o l u m n s a n d j i g - s a w - c u t b r a c k e t s o n 
v e r a n d a . Wood c l a p b o a r d . 

762 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
L a r g e 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y g a b l e - f r o n t " f r e e - c l a s s i c " Queen Anne h o u s e 

w i t h 2 - s t o r y f a c a d e b a y . S c a l l o p e d s h i n g l e i n g a b l e s a n d b a y . 
E n c l o s e d l a t e r p o r c h w i t h r u b b l e b a l u s t r a d e a n d h a l f - h e i g h t , p a i r e d 
a n d t r i p l e d T u s c a n c o l u m n s . C l a p b o a r d a n d w o o d s h i n g l e . B u i l t f o r 
R e f o r m a t o r y o f f i c e r W i l l i a m J e n n e s s , b y I s a a c B e h a r r e l l , 1 8 9 9 . 

774 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l Rd .—NON-CONTRIBUTING 
1 9 7 0 ' s 2 - s t o r y , c l a p b o a r d h o u s e . 

779 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
1 8 9 0 ' s 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y , g a b l e - a n d - e l l h o u s e . Wood c l a p b o a r d . 

785 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Ca. 1 9 0 5 - 1 0 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y G a m b r e l w i t h m i d - 2 0 t h c e n t u r y a d d i t i o n , 

r e a r . Wood c l a p b o a r d a n d s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . 

j» 790 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Ca . 1 9 0 5 - 1 5 F o u r - S q u a r e w i t h e x p o s e d r a f t e r - e n d s . Wood 

c l a p b o a r d . 

807 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l S t . — N O N - C O N T R I B U T I N G 
1 9 8 0 ' s c l a p b o a r d h o u s e . 

8 2 1 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Ca. 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 5 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , C r a f t s m a n / C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 2 - s t o r y 

g a b l e - f r o n t h o u s e w i t h s h a l l o w 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y s i d e b a y ; e n c l o s e d p o r c h 
w i t h p a i r e d h a l f - h e i g h t T u s c a n c o l u m n s a n d p r o m i n e n t r u b b l e 
f o u n d a t i o n a n d b a l u s t r a d e s . S y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . 

329 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Ca. 1 8 8 5 - 9 0 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y u p r i g h t - a n d - w i n g , " f r e e - c l a s s i c " Queen 

Anne h o u s e w i t h p e d i m e n t e d g a b l e - e n d s a n d s h a l l o w , 2 - s t o r y b a y , 
f a c a d e . ; w r a p - a r o u n d v e r a n d a w i t h l a t h e - t u r n e d c o l u m n s . Wood 
c l a p o o a r c 
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835 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
1 8 9 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , g a b l e - f r o n t Queen Anne c o t t a g e w i t h c l i p p e d 

c o r n e r s . Wood s h i n g l e . 

^ *845 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
M i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , 2 - b a y , g a b l e - f r o n t c o t t a g e . Wood 

c l a p b o a r d . 

*849 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Home o f R e f o r m a t o r y i n s t r u c t o r F r e d W a l k e r i n 1 9 0 5 - 6 . See 

d e s c r i p t i o n , #845 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l . Wood c l a p b o a r d . 

I~~}lf *855 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Home o f Samue l R o s s , B & M . w a t c h m a n i n 1 9 0 5 - 6 . See d e s c r i p t i o n , 

# 845 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l . Wood c l a p b o a r d . 

* 8 6 1 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
See d e s c r i p t i o n , # 845 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l . Wood c l a p b o a r d . 

*869 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
M i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y , g a b l e - f r o n t , G r e c o - I t a l i a n a t e h o u s e . 

Wood c l a p b o a r d . Home o f R e f o r m a t o r y o f f i c e J o h n Chapman. 
S h e d / c a r r i a g e h o u s e o f s i m i l a r d a t e . 

883 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Ca . 1 8 9 0 ' s 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y , v e r n a c u l a r C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l h o u s e w i t h 

p e d i m e n t e d g a b l e s ; some Queen Anne d e t a i l . S y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . 
P r o p e r t y owned b y R e f o r m a t o r y o f f i c e r W a l t e r L e l a n d , 1 8 9 2 . Home o f 
James M a s s i e , s t a t i o n a g e n t , R e f o r m a t o r y S t a t i o n i n 1 9 0 5 - 6 . 

)-y-)S 8 9 1 B a r r e t t ' s M i l l R d . 
Ca . 1907 v e r n a c u l a r u p r i g h t - a n d - w i n g , g a b l e - f r o n t h o u s e . 

A l u m i n u m s i d i n g . 

GROVE STREET 

I") "7̂ , 15 G r o v e S t . 
Ca . 1 9 0 0 - 0 5 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , h a l f - g a m b r e l C r a f t s m a n b u n g a l o w ; 

e n c l o s e d p o r c h w i t h h a l f - h e i g h t T u s c a n c o l u m n s a n d s h i n g l e d 
b a l u s t r a d e . Wood s h i n g l e . 

IT)~> 2 2 G r o v e S t . 
1 8 9 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , u p r i g h t - a n d - w i n g v e r n a c u l a r V i c t o r i a n 

c o t t a g e ; w r a p - a r o u n d v e r a n d a w i t h l a t h e - t u r n e d c o l u m n s . S y n t h e t i c 
s i d i n g . 

25 G r o v e S t . — N O N - C O N T R I B U T I N G 
1 9 8 0 ' s Cape Cod h o u s e . 
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IT I '/Jty j& Grove S t . 
1 8 9 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , g a b l e & e l l h o u s e w i t h h a l f - e n c l o s e d f a c a d e 

v e r a n d a . V e r n a c u l a r V i c t o r i a n . C l a p b o a r d . 

37 Grove St.—NON-CONTRIBUTING 
M i d - 2 0 t h c e n t u r y r a n c h h o u s e . 

52 Grove St.—NON-CONTRIBUTING 
Ca. 1 9 3 0 ' s 1 - s t o r y s h i n g l e d c o t t a g e . 

57 Grove St.—NON-CONTRIBUTING 
M i d - 2 0 t h c e n t u r y ranch h o u s e . 

68 Grove St. 
1 8 9 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y v e r n a c u l a r V i c t o r i a n , g a b l e a n d e l l c o t t a g e . 

Wood c l a p b o a r d . 

ty 7 5 Grove S t . 
1 8 9 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , g a b l e - f r o n t h o u s e ; v e r n a c u l a r Queen A n n e , 

w i t h l a t h e - t u r n e d c o l u m n s a n d s a w - c u t b r a c k e t s o n v e r a n d a . Wood 
c l a p b o a r d . 

86 Grove S t . 
1 8 9 0 ' s 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y , g a b l e - f r o n t Queen A n n e / v e r n a c u l a r h o u s e ; 

b r a c k e t e d v e r a n d a w i t h t u r n e d c o l u m n s a n d " J a p a n e s q u e " b a l u s t r a d e . 
Wood c l a p b o a r d a n d s h i n g l e . 

'~7<fTr 9 7 G r o v e S t . 
F i r s t i n g r o u p o f t h r e e i d e n t i c a l , 1 8 9 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y g a b l e - f r o n t 

c o t t a g e s , e a c h w i t h a s h a l l o w e l l a n d r e c t a n g u l a r b a y w i n d o w o n t h e 
f a c a d e . W r a p - a r o u n d v e r a n d a w i t h t u r n e d c o l u m n s a n d b r a c k e t s . Wood 
s h i n g l e . 

99 Grove St. 
See d e s c r i p t i o n o f c o r e h o u s e , a b o v e . W r a p - a r o u n d v e r a n d a ; wood 

c l a p b o a r d . 

103 Grove St. 

See d e s c r i p t i o n o f c o r e h o u s e , #97 G r o v e . Wood c l a p b o a r d . 

109 Grove St. 
1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , g a b l e - a n d - e l l h o u s e w i t h r u s t i c a t e d c o n c r e t e - b l o c k 

f o u n d a t i o n . S y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . Ca . 1 9 1 0 . 
113 Grove St. 

Ca. 1900 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y , v e r n a c u l a r g a b l e - a n d - e l l h o u s e . P e d i m e n t e d 
C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l e n t r y w i t h T u s c a n c o l u m n s ; Queen Anne l a t h e - t u r n e d 
c o l u m n r e m a i n i n g a t E . s i d e . S y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . 

*114 Grove S t . 
1 8 9 0 ' s 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y g a b l e - f r o n t h o u s e w i t h f u l l - h e i g h t e l l ; 

w r a p - a r o u n d v e r a n d a w i t h t u r n e d - c o l u m n s a n d j i g - s a w - c u t b r a c k e t s ; 
wood c l a p b o a r d . 
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121 Grove S t . 
L a t e 1 8 9 0 ' s 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y g a b l e - f r o n t , u p r i g h t - a n d - w i n g h o u s e w i t h 

C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l w r a p - a r o u n d , p e d i m e n t e d p o r c h . Wood c l a p b o a r d . 

ELM STREET 

Ca. 1 8 8 0 ' s 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y u p r i g h t - a n d - w i n g , G r e c o - I t a l i a n a t e h o u s e ; 
e n t r y p o r c h w i t h l a t h e - t u r n e d c o l u m n s a n d s o l i d b r a c k e t s . S y n t h e t i c 
s i d i n g . 

894 Elm S t . 
Ca. 1900 A m e r i c a n F o u r - S q u a r e w i t h C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l v e r a n d a ; wood 

c l a p b o a r d a n d s h i n g l e . 
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