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The Bruce Freeman Rail Trail — £52 e ncscive nes nsiarens
EREanes Paoints of interest along the way.
WEST CONCDRD, MA www.concordma.gov : :
Concord’s first railroad, the Fitchburg line from Boston, opened in 1844. This was Ehronic-ieﬁ ‘with a -mﬁ of concern and

admiration by Henry David Thoreau in “Walden" and other writings. Railroad construction r’éé_ié__lfé‘d: a peak in the early 1870%s
with three new lines to Concord, including the Framingham and Lowell (F&L) that is the route of today’s Bruce Freeman Rail Trail.

Opened n Octaber 1871 after only 2 year of constructon, the | Keep YOLUI eyes open —
F&L provided a north-south route fram the mills and factories of | - : ! J W " | These are some of the railroad
Mew Hampshire 1o the ports along the Massachisetts Coast with | | HE a 4 !
connections Lo Kew York and brynnd, ok . | artifacts thatyo.u may see
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The line was never very busy as a gassenger carrien with up 105 trains | = i T s il e alnng the traill
per diy at most; however, it was anactive freight mute - trains ofup | " B
to B0 caes were seen even in its later years. It also provided a detour
route whan main linas further weet vin Warcester or Springhield were
disablesd by accidents or storms such as the 1354 hurricanes,

¥

& lasting legacy was Concord Junction - now Wast Concard
Scattered coerirmunities coalesced around the rallrsadjunction
withits severalfaciories, stores, worker housing, and its staticn
serving both the FEL and Fitchburg lines, The willage was
renamed West Concord in 1928,
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