
 
Select Board Agenda 

Monday, November 20, 2023 at 5:30 PM 
Town House, Select Board Room, 22 Monument Square 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88915641975?pwd=TEJxYmMyYmVKaG5lMml2bkZWZk54QT09 
 

Meeting ID: 889 1564 1975 
Passcode: 752105 

Dial In Toll-Free: 833 548 0282 
 

# Time* Agenda Item 
I.  5:30PM Call to order. Vote to enter executive session pursuant to MGL 30A, Exemption 

#3, to discuss strategy with respect to litigation – per and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAs) settlement, to reconvene in open session at the end of the 
executive session. 

II.  6:00 PM Public Hearing – Fiscal Year 2024 Tax Classification 
 
Presenter: Meredith Stone, Town Assessor 
 

III.  6:05 PM Public Comment: Public Comment is limited to up to 15 minutes, with no more 
than 3 minutes allocated to any one speaker.  Public Comment is limited to items 
that are not on the agenda.  
 

IV.  6:20 PM Consent Agenda 
a. Meeting Minutes: November 6, 2023 
b. One Day Liquor Licenses: 

i. Open Table New Years Eve Fundraiser for All Alcoholic 
Beverages on Sunday, December 31, 2023 from 8:30 PM to 12:15 
AM at the Scout House, 74 Walden Street 

ii. Concord Youth Theatre Annual Cabaret Fundraiser for Wines & 
Malt Beverages Only on Saturday, January 6, 2024 from 7:00 PM 
to 11:00 PM at Concord Youth Theatre, 53 Church Street 

c. Town Accountant Warrant: November 9, 2023; November 16, 2023 
d. Committee Nominations:  

i. Kate James of 45 Estabrook Road to the Concord Center Cultural 
District Task Force for a term to expire December 31, 2024 or at 
the completion of the work of the task force 

ii. Jerry Wedge of 109 Heaths Bridge Road to the Concord Center 
Cultural District Task Force for a term to expire December 31, 



2024 or at the completion of the work of the task force 
iii. Carole Wayland of 6 Abbott Lane, Apartment 6 to the Concord 

Center Cultural District Task Force for a term to expire December 
31, 2024 or at the completion of the work of the task force 

iv. Ross Jacobson of 16 Belknap Court to the Economic Vitality 
Committee for an extended term to correctly stagger terms to expire 
May 31, 2027 

v. Tim Hult of 20 South Meadow Ridge to the Concord Middle 
School Building Committee for a term to expire at the completion 
of the project 

 
V.  6:25 PM Town Manager’s Report 

 
VI.  6:35 PM Chair’s Report 

 
VII.  6:45 PM Select Board Liaison Reports 

 
VIII.  7:00 PM Continued Public Hearing – Fiscal Year 2024 Tax Classification 

 
Presenter: Meredith Stone, Town Assessor 
 

IX.  7:30 PM Consider Sponsorship of the Hanscom North Airfield Community Forum to take 
place on December 6, 2023 
 
Presenter: Terri Ackerman, Select Board Member 
 

X.  7:35 PM Review and Approve: 
- Confirmatory Deed for 10A Attawan Road 
- Conveyance of Land for 162 Plainfield Road 

 
Presenter: Delia Kaye, Natural Resources Director 
 

XI.  7:45 PM Review and Approve Amendment to the 2024 Annual Town Meeting Calendar  
 
Presenter: Elizabeth Hughes, Town Planner 
 

XII.  7:50 PM Review and Approve Concord Center Cultural District Task Force Charge 
 
Presenter: Mimi Graney, Economic Vitality Manager 
 

XIII.  8:00 PM Consider the Removal of Parking Meters in Concord Center and West Concord 
 
Presenter: Mimi Graney, Economic Vitality Manager 
 

XIV.  8:15 PM Discuss and finalize comments compiled for the Mass Housing Response Letter 
for the Thoreau Residences 40B Application 
 
View the full 40B Application for the Thoreau Residences on the Town website 
on the Zoning Board of Appeals webpage here: 
https://concordma.gov/3442/Residences-at-Thoreau-Comp-Permit---275- 
 



Presenter: Henry Dane, Select Board Chair 
 

XV.  8:35 PM Communications and Documents of Interest for Information but Not Discussion 
 

XVI.  8:35 PM Adjournment 

*Times are approximate and subject to change 
 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 
 

Monday, December 4, 2023          Monday, December 18, 2023          Tuesday, January 2, 2023 
 
 

The Town of Concord endeavors to make public meetings accessible to all members of the community.  
To request a meeting accommodation or modification, please contact our ADA Coordinator Megan 
Zammuto, mzammuto@concordma.gov or 978-318-3006. Please make any requests for 
accommodation or modifications at least two (2) business days prior to the scheduled meeting. 

mailto:mzammuto@concordma.gov
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Pursuant to notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, the Concord Select Board convened in a 
meeting both in-person at 22 Monument Square on the 2nd floor in the Select Board Room and 
via Zoom at 6:00 PM on November 6, 2023. 
 
Present during roll call were: Henry Dane, Chair; Mary Hartman, Clerk; Terri Ackerman; and 
Mark Howell. 

Call to Order 
 

Select Board Chair Henry Dane called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  
 
Ms. Hartman confirmed that the members present were Chair Dane, Ms. Ackerman, and Mr. 
Howell. Ms. Escobedo was not present. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Breht Feigh of 149 Spencer Brook Road appeared before the Select Board to comment on the 
residential property tax exemption. 
 

Consent Agenda 
 

a. Meeting Minutes: October 23, 2023 
b. Gift Acceptance of $30,000.00 from the Concord Free Public Library Corporation to the 
Archival Projects Gift Account 
c. Town Accountant Warrant: October 12, 2023; October 19, 2023; October 26, 2023; November 
2, 2023 

Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was UNANIMOUSLY  
voted: to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Committee Appointments  
 
Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was UNANIMOUSLY 
voted: to appoint Joanne Crowell of 55 Woodland Road to the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail 
Advisory Committee for a term to expire May 31, 2026; to appoint Bruce Button of 28 
Fairhaven Road to the Financial Audit Advisory Committee as a Citizen At-Large for a 
term to expire May 31, 2026; and to appoint Anne Mauk of 199 Oak Hill Circle to the 
West Concord Cultural District Committee for an extended term to correctly stagger 
terms amongst the committee to expire May 31, 2025. 
 

Town Manager’s Report 
 

Deputy Town Manager Megan Zammuto presented the Weekly Operations Reports for the 
weeks ending October 27, 2023 and November 3, 2023. The full Weekly Operations Reports are 
included in the Select Board meeting packet. 
 

Chair’s Report 



Town of Concord 
Select Board 

Minutes 
November 6, 2023 

Page 2 
 

Chair Dane reported on: 

- Warners Pond Community Meeting hosted by the Natural Resources Division on 
Wednesday, November 8, 2023 at the Town House, Public Hearing Room, 22 Monument 
Square and via Zoom at 7:00 PM 

- 2229 Main Street Advisory Task Force Public Forum on Thursday, November 9, 2023 at 
the Town House, Public Hearing Room, 22 Monument Square and via Zoom 

- Capital Planning Forum between the Finance Committee, School Committee, and Select 
Board next Tuesday, November 14, 2023 at the Town House, Public Hearing Room, 22 
Monument Square and via Zoom at 7:00 PM 

Select Board Liaison Reports 
 
Ms. Hartman reported on: 

- Attended a couple of meetings regarding NOVO Riverside Commons: 
o Zoning Board of Appeals meeting held Oct 31 
o Attended a site visit for the Zoning Board of Appeals staff 

 The developers for the proposal are experienced, but she was disappointed 
in the Traffic Study that had been performed by their consultant and hopes 
that the Town can afford to do its own study. She was pleased to hear that 
the developers also plan to extend the path another 220’ so will will 
connect Baker Ave to the entrance to the proposed pedestrian bridge.  

- Attended the site walk for the Thoreau Residences 40B application. Developers did not 
seem prepared and the proposal is in very early stages. 

- Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – Well attended and nice event. 
- Concord Center Cultural District – Originally had informed the Select Board that was 

looking into consolidating the work of the Concord Center Cultural District Committee 
with the Economic Vitality Committee, but has dedicded that it would be more fitting to 
create a Concord Center Cultural District Task Force for one year to best investigate how 
this work can be performed in the future. 

- Attended the Concord-Carlisle League of Women’s Voters event “Does Town Meeting 
Work for You?” 

Ms. Ackerman reported on: 

- Upcoming December Hanscom Community Forum: 
o Who are the other organizers/sponsors? 

 Concord-Carlisle League of Womens Voters, Annursnac Hill 
Organization, Save Our Heritage 

o What is the format of the event? 
 A panel with 3 – 4 speakers: Neil Rasmussen, Senator Mike Barrett, 

Chuck Collins, potentially a Concord Select Board member 
o What is entailed for the Select Board to sponsor the event? 

 Trying to cast the net wider for attendance, potentially have a panel 
speaker 
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- Attended the Zoning Board of Appeals Public Hearing for the NOVO Riverside 
Commons 40B application.

- Attended the site walk for the Thoreau Residences 40B application.
- Attended the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.
- Attended the site visit at Warners Pond sponsored by the Friends of Warners Pond.
- Attended the Sister City Nanae, Japan Signing Ceremony.
- Attended a site walk at the 2229 Main Street property.  There will be 2229 Main Street 

Advisory Task Force Community Forum on Thursday, November 9, 2023 at 7:00 PM at 
the Town House, Public Hearing Room, 22 Monument Square and via Zoom.

Mr. Howell reported on: 

- Attended several meetings in relation to Warners Pond:
o Site visit at Warners Pond hosted by the Friends of Warners Pond
o OARS Meeting at the Nashoba Brook Bakery related to Warners Pond and the

impacts of dam removal
o Natural Resources Commission – Not planning to bring forth an article for 2024

Annual Town Meeting, but rather to commission a study task force for Warners
Pond that would work through 2024 and make recommendations for 2025. Ms.
Hartman commented that it may be difficult to find open-minded people to serve
on the task force since well over 800 people have signed a petition sponsed by the
Friends of Warners Pond that explicitly opposes dam removal.

- Concord Middle School Building Committee – Cosntruction on the building is
continuing.

- Personnel Board – Making progress on the amendments to the bylaw and the Board’s
charge, in which it is anticipated the amended charge may come before the Select Board
in December.

- Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – Well attended by legislative
delegations at all levels and a nice event.

- Attended the Sister City Nanae, Japan Signing Ceremony.

Acceptance of Grant from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Community
Compact Best Practice Program 

Mimi Graney, Economic Vitality Manager, presented a memorandum regarding the acceptance 
of a grant in the amount of $40,000.00 from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Community 
Compact Best Practice Program, which Concord is pursuing to help implement age-friendly 
business initiatives. The full memorandum is included in the Select Board meeting packet. 

Chair Dane noted that transportation and safety of pedestrian crossings for accessing businesses 
is paramount for age-friendly initiatives in Town. 

Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was UNANIMOUSLY 
voted: to accept the grant from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Community 
Compact Best Practice Program in the amount of $40,000.00.  
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Review and Approve Confirmatory Deed for 10A Attawan Road 

 
Delia Kaye, Natural Resources Director, presented a memorandum regarding the approval of the 
Confirmatory Deed for 10A Attawan Road, in order to provide the parcel permanent protection 
from development. The full memorandum is included in the Select Board meeting packet. 
 
Upon discussion, the Select Board tabled the vote of this item to a later meeting in order to 
receive further information from Town Counsel. 
 

Review and Approve Amendments to the Tour Guide Application 
 

Beth Williams, Tourism Manager, presented a memorandum regarding the proposed 
amendmetns to the Tour Guide application. Ms. Williams noted that she is also working on 
amending the Tour Gudie Bylaw for the 2024 Annual Town Meeting, which would likely be a 
Select Board sponsored article. The full memorandum is included in the Select Board meeting 
packet. 
 
Mr. Howell noted to correct any language from Selectmen to Select Board. Mr. Howell asked if 
it would be helpful to renew Tour Guide applications on a rolling basis. 
 
 Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was UNANIMOUSLY 

voted: to approve the amendments to the Tour Guide application as included in the Select 
Board meeting packet. 

 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Commission Update on the  

2023 – 2024 Action Plan with progress on specific tasks 
 
Andrea Foncerrada and Joe Palumbo, Co-Chairs of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Commission appeared before the Select Board to provide an update on the 2023 – 2024 Action 
Plan. The full update via PowerPoint presentation is included in the Select Board meeting packet. 
 
Ms. Ackerman asked a question regarding internal DEI training to be offered by Andrea 
Foncerrada. 
 
Ms. Foncerrada responded that for the Police Department, the Chief has requested two separate 
trainings:  one for leadership and one for other staff, both to be held in-person.   For the Chamber 
of Commerce, training would be virtual and voluntary.  
 
Ms. Hartman asked a question regarding the relationship between the Commission and Town 
governance and if this is a similar to the relationship with the School District. 
 
Mr. Palumbo responded that the School District is their own entity, but that in many ways the 
School District is ahead of the Town with their own DEI Director, initiatives, etc., but that they 
work in connection with the District. Mr. Palumbo continued with climate and culture initiatives 
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in Town, which focus on ensuring that members of the community and visitors feel welcomed. 
Mr. Palumbo continued and voiced concern regarding historically inaccurate signage in Town 
and asked the Select Board to act in removing the signs. 

Mr. Howell moved that the Select Board request that the Town Manager to direct that 
the three Tercentenary Commission signs be covered over as soon as possible and until a 
permanent disposition for these signs can be determined. And further that the Select 
Board ask the Historic Commission, working with the DEI Commission to jointly 
research and propose an appropriate disposition for these signs. The disposition could 
include removal, replacement with more accurate, relevant content, or incorporation into 
an appropriate educational exhibit at the same or other locations. 

 
Further discussion was had before the motion was voted on. 
 
Nancy Fresella-Lee, Historical Commission member, appeared before the Select Board and 
commented that she has been working very hard on a well sourced report to the Select Board 
regarding the historical inaccuracies of the signs. 
 
Kristen Hagerty, Clerk of the DEI Commission, appeared before the Select Board and 
commented that if our greatest asset in Town is our history, these are the types of conversations 
and actions that should be taken to protect that  history. She also asked the board to consider 
what kind of town we want to be now and in the future.   
 

The vote passed 3-1-0. 
 

Roll Call Vote: 
Chair Dane – No 
Ms. Hartman – Aye 
Ms. Ackerman – Aye 
Mr. Howell – Aye  

 
Proposed Warrant Article for Town Meeting Study Committee to be  

appointed by the Town Moderator  
 

Carmin Reiss, Town Moderator, presented a memorandum regarding a warrant article for the 2024 
Annual Town Meeting for the formation of a Town Meeting Study Committee to be appointed by 
herself as the Town Moderator. The full memorandum with draft charge language is included in 
the Select Board meeting packet. 
 
Ms. Hartman suggested that the Study Committee report to Town Meeting since it is about the 
Legislative branch of our town government. Ms. Hartman then asked a question regarding the 
Town Meeting study performed in Andover and if this is something that the Committee should be 
tasked to perform. 
 
Ms. Ackerman asked a question regarding the Committee’s ability to form subcommittees.  
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Ms. Hartman suggested that the warrant article be sponsored by the Town Moderator at Annual 
Town Meeting. 
 
Ms. Reiss concurred and noted that during the Annual Town Meeting, she can step down and 
permit the Deputy Town Moderator to act as Town Moderator during the presentation of the 
warrant article. Ms. Reiss continued and noted of an idea to hold a second venue for Annual Town 
Meeting in West Concord, such as the Harvey Wheeler Center, but that she has just begun looking 
into the feasibility of this with Town staff. Ms. Reiss added that electronic voting is also an option 
for Annual Town Meeting this year if the Town wanted to try it again. 

 
Report regarding filed Home Rule Petitions and other tracked legislation 

 
Chris Carmody, Legislative Liaison, presented a memorandum regarding filed Home Rule 
Petitions. The full memorandum is included in the Select Board meeting packet. 
 
Ms. Hartman asked a question in relation to the Fossil Fuel-Free Infrastructure Home Rule 
Petition. 
 
Mr. Carmody responded that at this time, it is not clear when this program would go into effect, 
as it seems the legislature is still ensuring that each pilot community has submitted the necessary 
materials. 
 
Ms. Ackerman noted that this is important to find out, as it came up at one of the recent 40B 
application site walks. 
 
Mr. Carmody added that it is his understanding that once the program is in effect, it would 
permit Concord to update its Building Permit application to include the regulations of fossil fuel. 
 
Deputy Town Manager Megan Zammuto added that the Specialized Stretch Energy Code 
program also goes into effect on January 1, 2024, which will impose a more stringent code than 
we currently have. Ms. Zammuto continued and explained that the Fossil Fuel-Free 
Infrastructure will imply an even more stringent code than the Specialized Stretch Energy Code, 
once it goes into effect, as the Specialized Stretch Energy Code will not enforce completely 
fossil fuel-free infrastructure. 
 
Mr. Howell asked a question regarding Representative Simon Cataldo’s work on improvements 
to the Route 2 rotary. 

 
Review and Approve Select Board Meeting Calendar through  

2024 Annual Town Meeting 
 
Chair Dane presented a draft Select Board meeting calendar through 2024 Annual Town 
Meeting. The full draft calendar is included in the Select Board meeting packet. The board made 
on change to the draft calendar to move the Feb 5, 2024  meeting to Feb 12, 2024.   
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Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was UNANIMOUSLY 
voted: to approve the amended Select Board meeting calendar through 2024 Annual 
Town Meeting. 

 
Communications and Documents of Interest for Information but not discussion 

 
Public Comment 

 
David Allen of 316 Heaths Bridge Road appeared before the Select Board and commented on 
changes to the processes of Annual Town Meeting. 
 

Adjournment 
 

 Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was UNANIMOUSLY 
 voted: to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 PM. 
 
 
Meeting Materials: 
 
Select Board Meeting Packet for November 6, 2023 
 
Select Board Meeting Recording for November 6, 2023 
  

https://concordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/45591/Select-Board-Meeting-Packet-November-6-2023?bidId=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbdCk9CHo30&list=PL1TTzrWEKOOkHKXNLQprEz0f0ofHYKj8-
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TOWN OF CONCORD 
Office of the Town Manager 

Town House 
P.O. Box 535 

Concord, Massachusetts 01742 

To: Concord Select Board 

From: Shannon McAndrew, Executive Assistant to the Select Board 

Date: November 20, 2023 

Re: One Day Liquor License for Open Table New Years Eve Fundraiser 

Included in your meeting packet is an application for a One Day Liquor License for 
Fran Lawler on behalf of Open Table and Harvest Cove Talent Partners for the Open 
Table New Years Eve Fundraiser. The event is for All Alcoholic Beverages and to 
take place on Sunday, December 31, 2023 from 8:30 PM to 12:15 AM, for a final 
celebratory toast, at the Concord Scout House, 74 Walden Street.  The event is 
expected to have more than 100 attendees. 

Because of the request for the event to conclude shortly after midnight and because 
it is expected to have more than 100 attendees, a review of the application by the 
Police and Fire Departments was required. Public Safety has requested the following 
conditions for approval: 

- A police detail on site for the full duration of the event
- A certified crown manager on site for the full duration of the event
- No candles or open flame devices are permitted.

This application is complete with payment and TIPS Certification for one bartender. 
The applicant has confirmed that she has arranged for a police detail to be on site 
for the full duration of the event and that she has taken the online course offered by 
the Department of Fire Services to be certified as a crowd manager to be on site for 
the full duration of the event. 

Please reach out to me if you have any questions. 
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TOWN OF CONCORD 
Office of the Town Manager 

Town House 
P.O. Box 535 

Concord, Massachusetts 01742 
               
 

To: Concord Select Board 

From: Shannon McAndrew, Executive Assistant to the Select Board 

Date: November 20, 2023 

Re: One Day Liquor License for Concord Youth Theatre Annual Cabaret 

Fundraiser 

 
Included in your meeting packet is an application for a One Day Liquor License for 
Corrine Kinsman on behalf of the Concord Youth Theatre, Incorporated for the 
Annual Cabaret Fundraiser. The event is for Wines & Malt Beverages Only on 
Saturday, January 6, 2024 from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM and is to take place at the 
Concord Youth Theatre, 53 Church Street. 
 
This application is complete with payment and TIPS Certification for two 
bartenders.  
 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions. 
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C A R O LY N  D E E ,  O F F I C E  A D M I N I S T R AT O R

M I C H A E L  G I B B O N S ,  A S S I S TA N T  A S S E S S O R

L E E  P H A L E N ,  F I E L D  L I S T E R

FY24 INTERIM YEAR

1



2



Historical Assessed Values By Class

FY24 Residential values, (on the chart), are 
in the color blue showing how much 
difference between classes.  The orange is 
the CIP (Commercial, Industrial, Personal 
Property).
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FY 24 Property Tax Levy
FY 24 Town Taxable Valuation

PER 1,000 OF ASSESSED VALUE IF A

FACTOR OF 1 IS SELECTED (NO SHIFT)

 FY 24 Proposed Levy divided by Town’s Taxable Value       

112,798,243

9,212,781,383

Single Tax Rate =$12.24

CALCULATING THE SINGLE TAX RATE

4
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Outstanding Long-Term Debt
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Tax Rate Calculation

FY2024 Property Tax Levy

Town Taxable Valuation

$112,798,243   

or

$12.24  per thousand 

dollars of assessed value

Recommended FY24 Tax Rate is  $12.24/$1,000

9,212,781,383

9

FY23 RE Taxes FY24 RE Taxes 

Average Assessed Value 101-Single Family: $        1,358,866 $  17,610.90 $  1,554,227.00 $   19,023.74 

Median Assessed Value 101-Single Family $        1,169,500 $  15,156.72 $  1,303,250.00 $   15,951.78 

Average Assessed Value 102-Condominium $            687,601 $    8,911.31 $      731,154.00 $     8,949.32 

Median Assessed Value 102-Condominium $            529,850 $    6,866.86 $      629,950.00 $     7,710.59 



What is a Split Tax Rate?

COMMUNITIES DECIDE TO 
TAX RESIDENTIAL AND 

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL 
& PERSONAL PROPERTY 

(CIP) DIFFERENTLY.

STATUTE ALLOWS AN 
INCREASE IN CIP’S SHARE 
OF THE TAX LEVY UP TO 

50% HIGHER THAN 
RESIDENTIAL

DOES NOT GENERATE NEW 
REVENUE; REALLOCATES 

LEVY BURDEN

CONCORD HAS USED A 
UNIFORM TAX RATE SINCE 

1998.  A TAX RATE SPLIT 
HAS BEEN ADOPTED IN THE 

TOWN OF CONCORD 
BEFORE. 
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Tax Single and 
Split Rates

ACTON-SINGLE

BEDFORD-SPLIT

CARLISLE-SINGLE

CONCORD-SINGLE

LEXINGTON-SPLIT

CIP SPLIT RATE SHIFTS A 
LARGE BURDEN OF THE 

LEVY
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SHIFTING THE TAX RATE: OPTIONS

CIP ShiftRes Factor Res SP OS SP Comm SP Ind SP PP SP Total SP Res LA OS LA Comm LA Ind LA PP LA Total LA Res ET OS ET Comm ET Ind ET PP ET

1.0000 1.0000 93.1748 0.0000 5.7331 0.3208 0.7713 100.0000 105,099,537 6,466,836 361,857 870,013 112,798,243 12.24 0.00 12.24 12.24 12.24

1.0990 0.9927 92.4991 0.0000 6.3007 0.3526 0.8477 100.0000 104,337,364 7,107,053 397,681 956,144 112,798,242 12.15 0.00 13.46 13.46 13.46

1.2090 0.9847 91.7483 0.0000 6.9313 0.3878 0.9325 100.0000 103,490,505 7,818,405 437,485 1,051,846 112,798,240 12.06 0.00 14.80 14.80 14.80

1.3080 0.9774 91.0726 0.0000 7.4989 0.4196 1.0089 100.0000 102,728,331 8,458,622 473,309 1,137,977 112,798,238 11.97 0.00 16.01 16.01 16.01

1.4070 0.9702 90.3969 0.0000 8.0665 0.4514 1.0852 100.0000 101,966,158 9,098,838 509,132 1,224,108 112,798,237 11.88 0.00 17.23 17.23 17.23

1.4950 0.9637 89.7963 0.0000 8.5710 0.4796 1.1531 100.0000 101,288,671 9,667,920 540,976 1,300,669 112,798,236 11.80 0.00 18.30 18.30 18.30

Share Percentages Levy Amounts Estimated Tax Rates
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OPEN SPACE DISCOUNT

During the State mandated Classification Hearing, the Select Board 
must vote on the following in order to establish a tax rate:

OPEN SPACE DISCOUNT:

Open space is land maintained in an open or natural condition which contributes significantly to the benefit and enjoyment of the 
public and which is not

Subject to a permanent conservation restriction;

Held for the production of income;

Taxable under the provisions of 

❑            Chapter 61 (forest land)

❑            Chapter 61A (farm land)

❑            Chapter 61B (recreation land).

 

The Select Board may discount up to 25% of the Open Space share of taxes.
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MGL c.59, sec. 
5C

What Is It? 

Enacted in 1979, the Residential Tax Exemption is an option 
under property tax classification MGL c.59, sec. 5C that shifts 
the tax burden within the residential class from owners of 
moderately valued residential properties to the owners of 
vacation homes, higher valued homes and residential 
properties not occupied by the owner, including apartments 
and vacant land. 
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Community Percentage

Barnstable 20

Boston 35

Brookline 20          

Cambridge 30

Chelsea 35

Concord 
(NEW)

10

Everett 25

Malden 30

Mashpee 
(New FY23)

5

Nantucket 25

Oaks Bluffs 8

Provincetown 35

Somerville 35

Tisbury 22

Truro 25

Waltham 35

Watertown 33

Wellfleet 25

Residential Exemption 

• The Residential 
Exemption applied is 1% 
up to 35% of the total 
average residential 
parcel value.
 • The property must be 
the "primary domicile" 
of the owner as used 
for income tax 
purposes. 
• This option exempts 
value only within the 
Residential Class of 
taxpayers & does not 
change the levy 
amount itself or impact 
Commercial Industrial 
or Personal (CIP) 
property owners

NOTE: Not all residents who make a 
Concord property their primary domicile 
elect to apply and receive the exemption.
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• The Select Board can authorize up to a 35% 
residential exemption

• 17 communities, out of 351 in MA, chose to 
adopt in FY23-FY24.

• Concord has 4000 qualified properties for 
FY24 and the result of the adoption would be 
a higher tax rate for all residential properties.



How Is It Calculated?
A = Total Residential Value  = $8,583,989,514.00

B = Total Residential Parcel Count = 6004

C = Average Residential Value  = $1,429,712

D = Selected Residential Exemption % = 10%

E = Residential Exemption  = $142,971

F = Number of qualifying Residential Parcels  = 4,000
               
G = Total Residential Exemption Value  = $571,884,000

H = Total Residential Value - Exemption =$8,012,105,514
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FY2024 Tax Rate w/out Exemption $12.24 per $1000

FY2024 Tax Rate w/10% Exemption $13.12 per $1000

FY2023 Tax Rate $12.96 per $1000
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Valuation FY23 Tax Liability FY24 Tax Liability w/out Exemption FY24 Tax Liability w/10% Exemption Difference FY24 Tax Liability w/10% Exemption UNQUALIFIED Difference # of Parcels

500,000$           6,480$                    6,120.00$                                                     4,684.22$                                                      (1,435.78)$ 6,560.00$                                                                                     440.00$     515

700,000$           9,072$                    8,568.00$                                                     7,308.22$                                                      (1,259.78)$ 9,184.00$                                                                                     616.00$     356

900,000$           11,664$                  11,016.00$                                                  9,932.22$                                                      (1,083.78)$ 11,808.00$                                                                                   792.00$     735

1,100,000$        14,256$                  13,464.00$                                                  12,556.22$                                                    (907.78)$     14,432.00$                                                                                   968.00$     1011

1,300,000$        16,848$                  15,912.00$                                                  15,180.22$                                                    (731.78)$     17,056.00$                                                                                   1,144.00$ 859

1,500,000$        19,440$                  18,360.00$                                                  17,804.22$                                                    (555.78)$     19,680.00$                                                                                   1,320.00$ 682

1,700,000$        22,032$                  20,808.00$                                                  20,428.22$                                                    (379.78)$     22,304.00$                                                                                   1,496.00$ 407

1,900,000$        24,624$                  23,256.00$                                                  23,052.22$                                                    (203.78)$     24,928.00$                                                                                   1,672.00$ 284

2,100,000$        27,216$                  25,704.00$                                                  25,676.22$                                                    (27.78)$       27,552.00$                                                                                   1,848.00$ 255

2,300,000$        29,808$                  28,152.00$                                                  28,300.22$                                                    148.22$       30,176.00$                                                                                   2,024.00$ 200

2,500,000$        32,400$                  30,600.00$                                                  30,924.22$                                                    324.22$       32,800.00$                                                                                   2,200.00$ 143

2,700,000$        34,992$                  33,048.00$                                                  33,548.22$                                                    500.22$       35,424.00$                                                                                   2,376.00$ 88

2,900,000$        37,584$                  35,496.00$                                                  36,172.22$                                                    676.22$       38,048.00$                                                                                   2,552.00$ 101

3,100,000$        40,176$                  37,944.00$                                                  38,796.22$                                                    852.22$       40,672.00$                                                                                   2,728.00$ 67

3,300,000$        42,768$                  40,392.00$                                                  41,420.22$                                                    1,028.22$   43,296.00$                                                                                   2,904.00$ 57

3,500,000$        45,360$                  42,840.00$                                                  44,044.22$                                                    1,204.22$   45,920.00$                                                                                   3,080.00$ 39

3,700,000$        47,952$                  45,288.00$                                                  46,668.22$                                                    1,380.22$   48,544.00$                                                                                   3,256.00$ 31

3,900,000$        50,544$                  47,736.00$                                                  49,292.22$                                                    1,556.22$   51,168.00$                                                                                   3,432.00$ 25

4,100,000$        53,136$                  50,184.00$                                                  51,916.22$                                                    1,732.22$   53,792.00$                                                                                   3,608.00$ 28

4,300,000$        55,728$                  52,632.00$                                                  54,540.22$                                                    1,908.22$   56,416.00$                                                                                   3,784.00$ 22

4,500,000$        58,320$                  55,080.00$                                                  57,164.22$                                                    2,084.22$   59,040.00$                                                                                   3,960.00$ 12

4,700,000$        60,912$                  57,528.00$                                                  59,788.22$                                                    2,260.22$   61,664.00$                                                                                   4,136.00$ 11

4,900,000$        63,504$                  59,976.00$                                                  62,412.22$                                                    2,436.22$   64,288.00$                                                                                   4,312.00$ 11

5,100,000$        66,096$                  62,424.00$                                                  65,036.22$                                                    2,612.22$   66,912.00$                                                                                   4,488.00$ 8

5,300,000$        68,688$                  64,872.00$                                                  67,660.22$                                                    2,788.22$   69,536.00$                                                                                   4,664.00$ 6

5,500,000$        71,280$                  67,320.00$                                                  70,284.22$                                                    2,964.22$   72,160.00$                                                                                   4,840.00$ 5

5,700,000$        73,872$                  69,768.00$                                                  72,908.22$                                                    3,140.22$   74,784.00$                                                                                   5,016.00$ 8

5,900,000$        76,464$                  72,216.00$                                                  75,532.22$                                                    3,316.22$   77,408.00$                                                                                   5,192.00$ 5

6,100,000$        79,056$                  74,664.00$                                                  78,156.22$                                                    3,492.22$   80,032.00$                                                                                   5,368.00$ 1

6,300,000$        81,648$                  77,112.00$                                                  80,780.22$                                                    3,668.22$   82,656.00$                                                                                   5,544.00$ 0

6,500,000$        84,240$                  79,560.00$                                                  83,404.22$                                                    3,844.22$   85,280.00$                                                                                   5,720.00$ 4

6,700,000$        86,832$                  82,008.00$                                                  86,028.22$                                                    4,020.22$   87,904.00$                                                                                   5,896.00$ 1

6,900,000$        89,424$                  84,456.00$                                                  88,652.22$                                                    4,196.22$   90,528.00$                                                                                   6,072.00$ 2

7,100,000$        92,016$                  86,904.00$                                                  91,276.22$                                                    4,372.22$   93,152.00$                                                                                   6,248.00$ 13

*The figures detailed in this spreadsheet do not take into account changes in a parcels assessed value from Fiscal Year to Fiscal Year. This is for the purpose of showing only the impacts of the 

Residential Exemption at given assessed values. Town wide, assessed values will be increasing approximately 15%, on average.



Residential Exemption: What if Scenarios
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FY2023 Assessed Value FY2024 Assessed Value

Property #1 590,800.00$                      650,700.00$                          

CONDO

FY2023 FY2024 w/out Exemption FY2024 w/Exemption FY2024 w/Exemption (Ineligible)

Rate 12.96$                                 12.24$                                     13.12$                             13.12$                                                    

Exemption (10%) -$                                     -$                                         142,971.00$                  -$                                                        

Liability 7,656.77$                           7,964.57$                               6,661.40$                       8,537.18$                                              

FY2023 Assessed Value FY2024 Assessed Value

Property #2 848,300.00$                      978,400.00$                          

CAPE

FY2023 FY2024 w/out Exemption FY2024 w/Exemption FY2024 w/Exemption (Ineligible)

Rate 12.96$                                 12.24$                                     13.12$                             13.12$                                                    

Exemption (10%) -$                                     -$                                         142,971.00$                  -$                                                        

Liability 10,993.97$                         11,975.62$                             10,960.83$                    12,836.61$                                            

FY2023 Assessed Value FY2024 Assessed Value

Property #3 1,656,900.00$                   1,999,100.00$                       

Colonial

FY2023 FY2024 w/out Exemption FY2024 w/Exemption FY2024 w/Exemption (Ineligible)

Rate 12.96$                                 12.24$                                     13.12$                             13.12$                                                    

Exemption (10%) -$                                     -$                                         142,971.00$                  -$                                                        

Liability 21,473.42$                         24,468.98$                             24,352.41$                    26,228.19$                                            

FY2023 Assessed Value FY2024 Assessed Value

Property #4 4,749,000.00$                   5,724,700.00$                       

Custom

FY2023 FY2024 w/out Exemption FY2024 w/Exemption FY2024 w/Exemption (Ineligible)

Rate 12.96$                                 12.24$                                     13.12$                             13.12$                                                    

Exemption (10%) -$                                     -$                                         142,971.00$                  -$                                                        

Liability 61,547.04$                         70,070.33$                             73,232.28$                    75,108.06$                                            



Who Benefits?

For Owner-Occupied Properties: 
Eligible Properties- WITHOUT Residential Exemption Program

Property #1 Property #2 Property #3 Property #4 Property #5 Property #6

Assessed Value $400,000.00 $1,303,250 $1,554,227 $2,145,997 $2,500,000 $5,500,000

Tax Bill With No 
Program Tax Rate 

$12.24
$4,896 $15,952 $19,024 $26,275 $30,600 $67,320

Eligible Properties- WITH Residential Exemption Program
Property #1 Property #2 Property #3 Property #4 Property #5 Property #6

Below Break Even Median Value Average Value Break Even Point Above Break Even
Well Above Break 

Even

Assessed Value $400,000.00 $1,303,250 $1,554,227 $2,145,997 $2,500,000 $5,500,000

Exemption $142,971 $142,971 $142,971 $142,971 $142,971 $142,971

Net Value $257,029 $1,160,279 $1,411,256 $2,003,026 $2,357,029 $5,357,029

Tax Bill with 10% 
Exemption Tax Rate 

$13.12
$3,372 $15,223 $18,516 $26,279 $30,924 $70,284

Actual Savings with 
Exemption

$1,524 $729 $508
$4 or break even 

point

Extra Cost of 
Exemption

0 $324 $2,964
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 Options for Residential Exemption
 Example Calculation of 10%
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5%   * $1,429,712 = $71,486 Tax Rate $12.67

10% * $1,429,712 = $142,971 Tax Rate $13.12

15% * $1,429,712 = $214,457 Tax Rate $13.60

20% * $1,429,712 = $285,942 Tax Rate $14.13

25% * $1,429,712 = $357,428 Tax Rate $14.69

30% * $1,429,712 = $428,914 Tax Rate $15.30

35% * $1,429,712 = $500,399 Tax Rate $15.97

A. Total Residential Value 8,583,989,514.00$    

B. Total Residential Parcels 6004

C Average Residential Value 1,429,711.78$            

D Exemption % 10%

E Exemption Amount 142,971.18$                

F Number of Eligiible (est) 4000

G Total Exemption Value 571,884,711.13$       

H Residential Value- Exemption 8,012,104,802.87$    

I Break Even 2,145,997.38$            

Exemption 1% to 35% of the Average Residential Value



Concord has not historically adopted this exemption
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• The Select Board could adopt an exemption that reduces the taxable 
valuation by up to 10% of eligible Commercial parcels only.

• Eligible businesses must have an average annual employment of not more 
than 10 people during the previous calendar year.

• Assessed value of the parcel occupied by eligible business must be $1 
million or less.

• For a commercial parcel to qualify, every business occupying the parcel 
must also qualify for the exemption.

• This exemption shifts the tax burden within the CIP Classes from small 
commercial properties to larger commercial and industrial parcels.

• Increases the Commercial/Industrial/Personal Property Tax Rate.
• The exemption goes to the building owner, not the business owner, so 

depending on lease agreements, a small business owner may or may not 
benefit.



Select Board’s Role

Selection of a 
Minimum 

Residential 
Single or Split 

Rate

Selection of 
an Open 

Space 
Discount, or 

not

Adopting of a 
Residential 

Exemption, or 
not

Adopting of a 
Small 

Commercial 
Exemption, or 

not
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The Select Board will 
hold a public hearing 
to determine the 
percentage of the 
Town’s property tax 
levy to be borne by 
each major property 
class.
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Town of Concord 
Massachusetts

Classification Hearing

FY24 Interim

Board of Assessors

Brendan O’Neill Kemeza ,Chair

Mera Krishnan Tilley, Vice-Chair

David Karr

Yanni Tsitsas

Arry Charles

Office Staff

Meredith Stone, Town Assessor

Carolyn Dee, Office Administrator

Michael Gibbons, Assistant Assessor

Lee Phalen, Field Lister

11-20-2023
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Residential Exemption 
Correspondence 

 
I. Melissa Saalfield 
II. Michael Mahoney 
III. Jill Colpak 
IV. Carol Gordon 
V. David Balsom 
VI. Patrick West 

 



 
 

Melissa Carey Saalfield 
7 Concord Greene #7 

Concord, Massachusetts  01742 
 
 
 
 
 

November 14, 2023 
 
 
 
 

Select Board 
Town House 
Concord, MA  01742 
 
Dear Members of the Select Board of Concord, 
 
I write as a longtime resident of Concord to urge your support of the property tax exemption 
proposed earlier this fall.  Real estate taxes are a regressive tax in that they take a larger portion of 
the taxes from those least likely to afford them.  Progressive taxes, like the federal income tax, 
require those with greater income to pay a larger portion of that income in taxes, which helps fund 
government operations.  It seems appropriate to apply similar reasoning to the collection of 
property taxes here in Concord. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Melissa C. Saalfield 



1

Shannon McAndrew

From: Michael Mahoney <mike_a_mahoney@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 7:08 PM
To: Shannon McAndrew
Subject: Residential Tax Exemption

                                                                                                                                                      Nov. 
14, 2023 

Dear Town of Concord Select Board, 

I am writing to express my support for the Residential Tax Exemption as proposed, and instituted by, 
the Town of Concord Select Board.  

I am a realtor and fully understand the pressures that people face who are looking to remain in, or 
move to, Concord. The housing costs in Concord are sky high and anything that can be done to make 
it a tiny bit easier to afford housing in Concord is extremely important. It may not seem like much but, 
for those on the cusp of qualifying for a mortgage due to debt-to-income ratios on top of higher 
interest rates, it could mean the difference of being able to qualify for the mortgage or not. Too often 
our town is viewed by many as favoring the residents in the higher priced neighborhoods and 
shortchanging others. This exemption is fair to all and is appreciated by so many.  

While this exemption will, in effect, lower taxes on a significant number of moderately priced 
(relatively speaking) homes in town it will also provide those same benefits to homes with higher 
assessed values up to the threshold amount. As you know it is only the amount above that value that 
will be taxed at a higher amount. I understand that those in higher priced homes may also have heavy 
financial demands but, in general, those that own homes assessed for millions of dollars are high 
income households and the negligible increase that would be due is of much less consequence. On 
the other hand, the exemption is significant for those that are able to take advantage of it.  

As a Concord homeowner and realtor who sells in the Greater Boston area I have sold homes in a 
number of cities and towns which have the residential exemption. Some of these towns include 
Boston, Brookline, Cambridge, Somerville, Waltham and Watertown. I can tell you, based on firsthand 
experience, that having this exemption in these areas makes a huge difference, and it is not only for 
those directly receiving it. The exemption also increases the attractiveness of owning in these 
towns/cities by making taxes more affordable while simultaneously encouraging owner occupancy. 
The residential tax exemption makes Concord properties more affordable to a wider base of 
individuals and adds to the appeal of purchasing and living in Concord. 

Inasmuch as the Select Board has the authority to adopt a residential tax exemption through a simple 
vote (and has done so) I, for one, would like to thank the Board for supporting those in town (or 
looking to move to town) that need it most. Many won’t understand that this does make a difference 
for those who own and live in homes that are valued around or below the threshold. It also makes a 
difference for others in town as it encourages owner occupancy and makes Concord a little bit more 
affordable. Again, thank you! 

 You don't often get email from mike_a_mahoney@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important  
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                                                                                                                                       Michael 
Mahoney 

                                                                                                                                       29-6 Concord 
Greene 

 
 
Mike Mahoney  
mike.mahoney@yahoo.com 
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Shannon McAndrew

From: Jill Colpak <jc9092@verizon.net>
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 5:25 PM
To: Shannon McAndrew
Subject: Letter to the Concord Select Board

Greetings, Select Board,  
 
I have heard that you will be taking a final vote on the abatement of taxes. I had been under the impression that it was 
already finalized. 
 
PLEASE VOTE TO KEEP THIS ABATEMENT!!!! It is a life saver for many of us in the more modest end of Concord 
residency. 
 
PLEASE!!!! 
 
Thank you, 
Jill Colpak 
20 Concord Greene 

 You don't often get email from jc9092@verizon.net. Learn why this is important  
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Shannon McAndrew

From: CAROL GORDON <cgordon4@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 7:06 PM
To: Shannon McAndrew
Subject: Support for Tax Exemption

I want to express to everyone on the Select Board that I support the tax exemption. I hope that the 
Select Board approves this tax exemption.  
   
I live in Concord Greene. I own my condo and am a long-time resident of the Greene. I have already 
submitted my application for the tax exemption.  
   
Thank you.  
   
Carol Gordon, 6-8  
cgordon4@comcast.net  

 You don't often get email from cgordon4@comcast.net. Learn why this is important  
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Shannon McAndrew

From: David Balsom <davidpbalsom@icloud.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 6:58 PM
To: Shannon McAndrew
Subject: The residential tax exemption  program

To The Concord Select Board-  
 
I am writing in support of the proposed residential tax exemption under consideration. 
 
The residential tax rate in Concord is among the highest in Greater Boston. it has always struck me (as a former realtor) 
as surprising, given that many of the more desirable communities offer such a residential exemption. 
 
This is particularly beneficial to the seniors in the community and others on fixed income.   
 
I hope that the Board approves this measure at its next meeting. 
 
Thank you for your prompt attention in this matter, 
 
David Balsom 
davidpbalsom@icloud.com 
617.510.2316 
www.davidbalsom.blogspot.com 
 
 

 

 You don't often get email from davidpbalsom@icloud.com. Learn why this is important  
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Shannon McAndrew

From: Patrick West <iagpat@rcn.com>
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 3:42 PM
To: Henry Dane; Terri Ackerman; Linda Escobedo; Mary Hartman; Mark Howell; Shannon McAndrew
Subject: Tax Modifications

Good morning: 
 
I am writing with regard to the Select Board’s move to “shift some of the burden of the $110 million middle school 
bond to those who can better afford it.”   
 
To begin with, setting aside the fact that there is the appearance that this was passed in the middle of the 
summer holiday with minimal (no?) public hearing, there is the fact is there were many formal and informal 
hearings and communications regarding the tax implications related to the Middle School when it was going through the 
approval process.  This Finance Committee Report on the project is but one.  The proposal for the middle school was put 
forth to the voters on the basis that the tax burden would be spread across the community in a specific manner and 
would have a certain impact on each tax payer.  The Board’s move at best has the appearance of bait and switch. 
 
Further, this is bad for the community: 
 
1) It will drive up rental prices in town at a time when there is a desperate need for affordable rentals.  
 
2) It creates an us Vs them dynamic at a time when no community needs it.  As I understand it, this mechanism is 
typically used in resort communities where those “from away” have properties that are income generating.  To use this 
approach in this community will be toxic.  
 
3) Related to point 2, many of those in the homes this plan targets to overburden are the ones that have residents that 
give their time, money and commitment to the community.  For me it has been CCYS, CCYW, the public library, the 
Concord Museum, Umbrella, and more.  I can speak for myself and a number of others that I have discussed this with - if 
the town chooses this path, it will make it clear that we are not part of the community, but are only seen as a resource 
only and will act accordingly.  (Law of unintended consequences.) 
 
As you are likely well aware, many of the homes that are above the increased taxation threshold with this plan already 
bear a meaningfully disproportionate tax burden.  At the risk of being too personal, no one gave me this home.  I have 
nearly killed (literally) myself to be able to own it.  You have no idea of my financial situation.  To make cavalier 
statements like “can better afford it” is infuriating particularly when the town (thought it) knew the the burden would 
be spread evenly when it overwhelmingly voted to approve the middle school.  These strike me as the words of an elitist 
and an attempt at ham-handed wealth redistribution at its worst.  Harumph!   
 
Finally, your math is wrong.  Double check it and be intellectually honest about it for if this is enacted, it is almost certain 
that you will need to be able to defend it. 
 
I would love to be at the meeting on the 20th to make these arguments, and more, in person, but it has once again been 
scheduled during a holiday week (?!) so I will be unable to attend.  I must implore you then here in writing to stand by 
the funding approach put forth to the community for the middle school when it was approved and to make the right 
decision for this community. 
 
Respectfully, 

 You don't often get email from iagpat@rcn.com. Learn why this is important  
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Patrick West 
+1.207.651.1334 
 

 



The Climate Impact of Private Jet Expansion:
A Concord Community Forum

December 6, 2023, 6:00 p.m.  Goodwin Forum, Concord 

Free Public Library, 129 Main Street, Concord, and by Zoom 
(register at lwvcc.org)

Panelists: 

Senator Mike Barrett, Third Middlesex District 

Alex Chatfield, St. Anne’s Climate Justice Committee

Neil Rasmussen, Save Our Heritage

Chuck Collins, Institute for Policy Studies

Michael MacDonald, Town of Concord Climate Action Committee

Moderator: 

Diane Proctor, League of Women Voters – Concord Carlisle

Sponsors:

Massport is planning a massive hangar build-out for private jets at 

Hanscom Field (not Hanscom Air Force Base), which is the largest single 

development in Hanscom’s history. This will impact our community by 

increasing greenhouse gas emissions levels and more. Come join us for 
this insightful program.
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AFFIDAVIT UNDER G.L. C. 183, § 5B 

 

PROPERTY: 10A Attawan Road (also known as Attawan Triangle, Musketaquid 
Triangle, and Wheeler Field) 
Concord, Middlesex County, Massachusetts 

OWNER:  The Town of Concord, a municipal corporation, by and through its 
   Natural Resources Commission, as its Conservation Commission  

I, Kaari Mai Tari, hereby certify that I am the Town Clerk for the Town of Concord, 
Massachusetts, a municipal corporation having a mailing address of Town House, 22 Monument 
Square, Concord, Massachusetts 01742, and through research and reliance on the Town of 
Concord’s records I have personal knowledge of the following facts: 

1. On June 20, 1946, Berkely Wheeler, in his capacity as co-trustee of the Fannie 
Eleanor Wheeler Trust, notified the Town of Concord that he would like to donate the 
Property to the Town of Concord to be “kept as a park”.  A copy of said letter was 
included in the Town of Concord Town Report in 1946, a copy of which is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. 

2. By unanimous vote taken at the Town of Concord Annual Town Meeting on  
March 3, 1947, the Town voted to accept the donation of the Property.  See Certified 
Copy of Article 27 of the 1947 Annual Town Meeting attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

3. By Deed dated May 1, 1947 and recorded with Middlesex South Registry of Deeds at 
Book 7129, Page 415, Berkeley Wheeler and Vernon B. Hitchins, as Trustees of the 
Fannie Eleanor Wheeler Trust, conveyed the Property to the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Concord.   

4. By unanimous Vote on November 13, 2001, the Town of Concord Board of 
Selectmen voted that the Property (i) be deemed to be under the care and custody of 
the Town’s Natural Resources Commission pursuant to the Vote referenced in 
Paragraph 2 above, and (ii) has been protected open space since its acceptance by the 
Town of Concord in 1946, under the Provisions of Article 97 of the Amendments to 
the Massachusetts Constitution preserving public open spaces.  See Certified Copy of 
the Vote attached as Exbibit C. 
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5. In an effort to clarify the intention of the Town of Concord relative to the intended 
use of the Property, it is necessary to record this Affidavit and votes referenced herein 
to confirm that the Property is deemed to be under the care and custody of the 
Town of Concord’s Natural Resources Commission.   

6. The facts herein are relevant to the title to the Property and will be of benefit and 
assistance in clarifying the chain of title thereto.   
 

Signed under the penalties of perjury this _____ day of ___________________________, 2023. 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 
       Kaari Mai Tari, Town Clerk 
COUNTY OF MASSACHUSETTS 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

On this _____ day of ____________________, 2023, before me, the undersigned notary public, 
personally appeared Kaari Mai Tari, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, 
which was personal knowledge, to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding or 
attached document and who swore or affirmed to me that the contents of the document are 
truthful and accurate to the best of her knowledge and belief. 

       ____________________________________ 
       Notary Public: 
       My Commission Expires: 

 

CERTIFICATE  

I, Mina S. Makarious, Town Counsel for the Town of Concord, Massachusetts, hereby certify 
that I am an attorney at law with offices at Anderson & Kreiger LLP, 50 Milk Street, 21st Floor, 
Boston, Massachusetts 02109, and the facts stated in the foregoing affidavit are relevant to the 
title to the Property therein described and will be of benefit and assistance in clarifying the chain 
of title thereto. 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Mina S. Makarious 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“Agreement”) is entered into as of this             day 

of __________________ 2023, by and among James E. Nugent and Virginia N. Lee (together, the 

“Owners”) on the one hand, and the Town of Concord, acting by and through its Natural Resources 

Commission (the “Town”) on the other hand together collectively referred to herein as the 

(“Parties”). 

WHEREAS, the Owners are the residents and owners of the real property at 162 Plainfield 

Road, Concord, MA identified as “Lot A” on that certain so-called Approval Not Required Plan 

entitled “Plan of Land, 162 Plainfield Road, Concord, Massachusetts” prepared by Scott M. 

Cerrato, Professional Land Surveyor, dated October 4, 2023, and recorded with the Middlesex 

South District Registry of Deeds as Plan No. 698 of 2023 (hereinafter the “Plan” and a copy of 

which is attached hereto as Exhibit A); 

 

WHEREAS, the Town is the record owner of “Lot C” and “Parcel B” as identified on the 

Plan; and 

 WHEREAS, Article 30 of the Town of Concord 2023 Annual Town Meeting was approved 

on May 1, 2023, which authorizes the conveyance of a fee simple interest in Parcel B from the 

Town to the Owners, as further described therein. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Parties agree and acknowledge as follows: 

1. The Town shall request that: (1) the Town of Concord Select Board vote: (i) to declare 

“Parcel B” available for disposition, pursuant to M.G.L. c. 40 sec. 15A, and (ii) to 

approve the deed conveying “Parcel B” to the Owners, substantially in the form 

attached hereto as Exhibit B (the “Deed” and such votes together, the “Select Board 

Votes”); and (2) the Town of Concord Natural Resources Commission vote to approve 

the Deed (the “NRC Vote”). 

2. Within ten (10) business days after the approval of the later of the Select Board Votes 

and the NRC Vote (the “Closing Date”), (i) the Town shall execute and deliver the 

Deed to the Owners, and (ii) in consideration of the conveyance of “Parcel B”, the 

Owners shall pay the sum of $300.00 to the Town. 

3. The Owners shall be responsible for recording the Deed, the Select Board Votes, and 

the NRC Vote with the Middlesex South District Registry at the Owner’s sole cost and 

expense. 

4. In further consideration of the conveyance of “Parcel B,” on the Closing Date, the 

Owners shall pay the sum of the $500.00 to the Town as a contribution to the cost of 

preparing a future survey of certain property owned by the Town, including “Lot C” as 

shown on the Plan. 



 

 

 

5. The Owners, at their sole cost and expense, have installed two granite boundary 

markers along the driveway of “Parcel B,” one located at the northeastern corner which 

abuts Plainfield Road and which is flush to the ground, and the other at the northwestern 

corner which extends six inches above the ground level. 

6. On the Closing Date, the Parties shall execute and deliver a settlement statement (the 

initial draft of which to be prepared by the Town at its expense) reflecting the payments 

herein described, and the Owners shall execute and deliver to the Town a Disclosure 

Statement for Transaction with a Public Agency Concerning Real Property pursuant to 

M.G.L. c. 7C sec. 38 (which the Town shall file with the Division of Capital Asset 

Management of Massachusetts within one (1) business day after the Closing Date), and 

a Certificate of Tax Compliance pursuant to M.G.L. c. 62C Sec. 49A. 

7. Notwithstanding anything set forth herein to the contrary, the Town’s obligations 

hereunder are expressly subject to and contingent upon the Town obtaining all 

municipal approvals and completing all legally required steps that are required for the 

conveyance of “Parcel B.” 

8. This Agreement contains the entire understanding and agreement of the Parties and 

supersedes all prior representations, understandings and agreements of the Parties. 

Notwithstanding any course of dealing to the contrary, this Agreement may not be 

modified or terminated, nor may any of its provisions be waived, except by written 

instrument signed by both Parties. 

9. The Parties acknowledge that the consideration it has given and received hereunder is 

fair and adequate consideration for the payments, covenants, undertakings, 

forbearances, promises, and releases contained herein. 

10. If any provision of this Agreement is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction 

to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement shall nonetheless 

remain in full force and effect, and in the place of such invalid or unenforceable 

provision there shall be substituted a like, but valid and enforceable provision, which 

comports to the findings of the aforesaid court and most nearly accomplishes the 

original intention of the parties. 

11. This Agreement may be executed by electronic signatures, each of which shall be 

considered as an original signature for all purposes and shall have the same force and 

effect as an original signature.  This Agreement may be executed in multiple 

counterparts, which shall together constitute a single document. 

 

[Signature Pages to follow] 

 

  



 

 

 

In witness whereof, the parties hereto affix their hands and seals as of the date first set 

forth above. 

 

       OWNERS: 

 

 

      

James E. Nugent  

 

 

      

Virginia N. Lee 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF CONCORD 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION: 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

Name: Edward Nardi 

Title: Chair, duly authorized 

  



 

 

 

EXHBIT A 

 

PLAN 

 

[See Attached] 

  





 

 

 

EXHIBIT B 

 

FORM OF DEED 

 

[See Attached] 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUITCLAIM DEED 
 
 The Town of Concord,  a Massachusetts municipal corporation, by and through its 
Natural Resources Commission, as its Conservation Commission, with an address of 141 Keyes 
Road, Concord, Massachusetts 01742,  
 

for consideration paid and in full of Three 
Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($300.00), 

  
Grants to James E. Nugent and Virginia N. Lee, husband and wife, as tenants by the 

entirety, of 162 Plainfield Road, Concord, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, 
    

with quitclaim covenants 
  
The land situated in said Concord being shown as “Parcel B” on a plan entitled “Plan of Land, 162 
Plainfield Road, Concord, Massachusetts” prepared by Scott M. Cerrato, Professional Land 
Surveyor, dated October 4, 2023, and recorded with the Middlesex South District Registry of 
Deeds as Plan No. 698 of 2023. 
 
Containing, according to said plan, 258 square feet, more or less. 
 
No Massachusetts documentary stamps are affixed hereto as none are required by law because the 
Grantor is a municipal corporation established under the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 
 
For authority for this conveyance, see Article 30 of the Town of Concord 2023 Annual Town 
Meeting, as voted and passed on May 1, 2023, a certified copy of which is recorded herewith.  See 
also votes of the Town of Concord Natural Resources Commission and Town of Concord Select 
Board, certified copies of which are recorded herewith. 
 
Being a portion of the premises conveyed to the Grantor by White Pond Associates, Inc. by deed 
dated December 11, 2019 and recorded with said Deeds in Book 73914, Page 85.  
 

[Signature Page Follows] 
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EXECUTED under seal this               day of _____________, 2023. 
 

TOWN OF CONCORD 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
COMMISSION: 
 
 
By: _____________________ 
Name:  
Title:  

 
      
 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Middlesex, ss.        
       
 On this       day of _____________, 2023, before me, the undersigned notary public, 
personally appeared            
   , ________________________, and proved to me through satisfactory evidence of 
identification, which was personal knowledge, to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are signed on 
the preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me that s/he/they signed it voluntarily 
for its stated purpose.  
 
              
       Notary Public:   
       My Commission Expires:   

 
 



2024 Annual Town Meeting and Town Election Calendar 
 

Town Election Schedule 

 

Monday, January 29, 2024 Town Caucus 

Saturday, February 24, 2024 Voter Registration Deadline for Presidential Primary 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 Presidential Primary 

Friday, March 29, 2024 Voter Registration Deadline for Annual Town Election 

Tuesday, April 9, 2024 Annual Town Election 

Friday, April 19, 2024 Voter Registration Deadline for Annual Town Meeting 

September, 2024 [Day TBD] State Primary (Voter Registration Deadline 10th Day Prior 

by 5:00 pm) 

Saturday, October 26, 2024 Voter Registration Deadline for Presidential Election 

Tuesday, November 5, 2024 Presidential Election 

 

Annual Town Meeting Schedule 

 

Thursday, November 16, 2023 Finance Committee Public Forum on Capital Planning 

  

Monday, December 4, 2023 Joint SB/SC Capital Planning Forum 

  

Saturday, December 2, 2023, 9AM Town Meeting Preview Meeting; Warrant Opens 

  

Friday, December 15, 2023 Due Date for Draft Warrant Articles (submit to: 

TMsubmissions@concordma.gov)  

  

Wednesday, January 3, 2024, 4PM Warrant Closes 

  

Monday, January 8, 2024, 7PM Select Board Meeting: vote order of Warrant Articles 

  

Tuesday, January 16, 2024, 4PM Warrant Review Meeting with Town Counsel 

  

Wednesday, January 24, 2024 Deadline to submit Warrant to the printer 

  

 Wednesday, February 7, 2024  Warrant Mailed to Households  

  

Monday, February 26, 2024, 7PM 

(Snow Date: Tuesday, February 27) 

  

Public Hearing #1 (hybrid): Select Board 

 

Thursday, March 7, 2024, 7PM 

(Snow Date: Tuesday, March 12 

Thursday, March 14) 

   

Public Hearing #2 (hybrid): Finance Committee – Town, 

Concord Public Schools, C-C Regional School District 

  

Wednesday, March 13Tuesday, March 

12, 2024, 7PM 

(Snow Date: Thursday, March 

14Wednesday, March 13) 

  

Public Hearing #3 (hybrid): Planning Board  

Tuesday, March 19, 2024, 7PM 

(Snow Date: Wednesday, March 20) 

Public Hearing #4 (hybrid): Finance Committee – Minuteman 

Regional Voc-Tech District and Community Preservation 

Committee 

   

mailto:TMsubmissions@concordma.gov


Approved by Select Board on Monday, June 26, 2023 

Thursday, March 21, 2024, 7PM 

(Snow Date: Tuesday, March 26) 

Public Hearing #5 (hybrid): Finance Committee –   Enterprise 

Funds 

Friday, March 29, 2024 Deadline for SB and FinCom Recommendations on Articles 

   

Monday, April 1, 2024 Select Board Meeting: SB input on draft Consent Calendar to 

Moderator 

     

Monday, April 1, 2024 Deadline for FinCom Completion of Finance Committee 

Report 

  

Friday, April 5, 2024, 5PM Deadline for Draft Motions (submit to 

TMSubmissions@concordma.gov) 

  

Thursday, April 11, 2024, 4PM Motions Review Meeting with Town Counsel  

   

Friday, April 12, 2024 FinCom Report mailed to households 

  

Friday, April 12, 2024, 9AM Moderator’s Town Meeting Coordination Meeting (All Article 

Sponsors and Town Meeting Coordinator) 

   

Thursday, April 18, 2024, 5PM Deadline to submit PowerPoint Presentations and Paper 

Handouts for review and approval (submit to 

TMSubmissions@concordma.gov) 

   

Friday, April 19, 2024 Voter Registration Deadline for Annual Town Meeting 

  

Wednesday, April 24, 2024 Moderator’s Staff Meeting (location, format and time TBD) 

  

Monday, April 29, 2024 at 7PM 

 

Annual Town Meeting at Concord Carlisle High School 

  

Tuesday, April 30 to Wednesday, May 

1, 2024 at 7PM 

Subsequent Additional Days as needed to conclude Annual 

Town Meeting 

 

Relevant Holidays 

December 7-14, 2023 Hanukkah 

Monday, December 25, 2023 Christmas Day 

Monday, January 1, 2024 New Year’s Day 

Monday, January 15, 2024 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Monday, February 19, 2024 President’s Day 

February 20-24, 2023 Concord Public Schools February Vacation 

March 11 - April 9, 2024 Ramadan 

Sunday March 31, 2024 Easter 

April 22 -28, 2024 Passover  

Monday, April 15, 2024 Patriot’s Day (observed) 

April 15-19, 2024 Concord Public Schools April Vacation 

 

mailto:TMSubmissions@concordma.gov
mailto:TMSubmissions@concordma.gov


Approved:  Nov 20, 2023 
 

 
Town of Concord 

Concord Center Cultural District Task Force 
Charge 

 
 
Background and Purpose 
The Concord Center Cultural District was created by the Massachusetts Cultural Council 
in January of 2016. The cultural district is intended to heighten public awareness of the 
unique cultural features and resources of the district. Concord Center is the town’s civic 
center and primary neighborhood shopping area with a wealth of historical points of 
interest and other cultural resources. Creation of the district will boost visits to the 
district, promote commerce and support local artists.   
 
To consolidate entities working on overlapping efforts, this Task Force is established on 
a temporary basis with a one-year term (January through December 2024) to oversee 
the administration of grant resources specific to the district and to recommend an 
existing entity that can facilitate the Concord Center Cultural District on a permanent 
basis. 
 
Membership  
The members of the Concord Center Cultural District Task Force shall be appointed by 
the Select Board for a one-year term. The Task Force will be comprised of three 
members who represent cultural institutions in the district. 
 
Duties and Responsibilities  
1. Administer the Massachusetts Cultural Council’s Cultural District grant by soliciting 
and selecting appropriate projects that meet the funder’s goal of stimulating new arts 
and culture activity and attracting creative businesses. Ensure compliance with funder 
requirements. 
2. Recommend no later than August 2024 to the Select Board a complementary entity 
such as within an existing town committee, a non-profit or other group, that can be 
granted a permanent charge to oversee the Concord Center Cultural District. 
 
Other Considerations  
The Concord Center Cultural District Task Force is responsible for conducting its 
activities in a manner that complies with all relevant State and local laws and 
regulations, including but not limited to, the Open Meeting Law, Public Records Law and 
Conflict of Interest Law. The Committee shall consult with the Town Manager 
concerning the allocation of town staff or financial resources toward this effort. 
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To: Henry Dane, Chair, Concord Select Board  

From: Mimi Graney, Economic Vitality Manager 

Date: November 9, 2023 

Re: Considerations for removal of parking meters 

 

Meter Conditions: 

− As per a 2016 signed quote between the Town and contractor IPS, there are 194 meter poles 

across the town mounting 339 individual meters.  

− With the pause in the meter program the contract with IPS was terminated. 

− DPW reports that while they handle repairs when an individual meter pole is damaged, they are 

not presently prepared to remove meters.  

− Cost of removal of the poles is presently unknown. Installation of the poles in 2016 cost $175 

per pole. 

 

Revenue and Enforcement 

− There are two paid public parking programs in play in Concord – ones within MBTA lots and 

those elsewhere across the town. 

o Per MBTA contract requirements the Town must maintain paid lots near the stations. 

▪ Between July and October, a total of $9,295 was collected from the PayBy 

Phone program plus additional from the purchase of permits. The Town keeps 

60% of these funds and is responsible for the cost of the PaybyPhone contract.  

o For all non-MBTA parking the meters have been labeled as no longer in service and the 

pay-by-phone app is no longer functional.  

▪ For parking outside of the MBTA lots, even after the paid parking program was 

suspended some revenue still trickles in. A total of $7,727 was collected from 

July-October which includes from the PayByPhone (deactivated in early July) 

and coins in meters. (All meters are labeled but people still add coins.)  

− Without allocated funds there has been no consistent parking enforcement with few tickets 

issued, particularly for meter violations (over 3 hours).  Between July-October town-wide there 

was a total of $3,375 in ticket revenue. 

− Ron Holsinger of Concord Police Department reports: “CPD does receive parking complaints on a 

daily basis, but very rarely related to downtown businesses. The one exception would be the 

occasional complaint about trucks making deliveries.” 

− Businesses have a mixed response to the termination of the meter program. While it is 

appreciated by their customers, some merchants complain that other business owners & staff 
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regularly use prime curbside meter spaces, limiting access for customers and negatively 

impacting the district.  

o A spot study I conducted recording license plates of vehicles along Walden Street across 

multiple days showed abuse is not widespread with just one repeat offender.  

 

Issues on Removal  

- Police: From Ron Holsinger, CPD: “From my perspective, removing the meters would generally 

be safer. They make snow removal difficult, creating snowbanks. This causes people to walk in 

the street or possibly fall. Cars crash into them on occasions, but they would not act as a bollard 

to stop a fast-moving vehicle. People put stickers or deface the meters, use them as bike storage 

(blocking the sidewalk), and I’ve even seen folks staring at their phone walk into them.” 

- Public Works: Alan Cathhart and Aaron Miklosko of DPW report that without clarity on the 

request or time to investigate they are not able to respond to considerations of meter pole 

removal at this time.  

- Previous conversations from DPW regarding meters elicited these relevant considerations: 

o Removal of poles creates a cleaner, more pleasant streetscape with fewer obstacles to 

impede snow removal and other maintenance. 

o The meter poles in West Concord were not replaced as part of the recent roadway 

improvements. This was decided based on two factors both pointing to obselence: at 

present the meters are not active, and in the future, should the town restart paid 

parking, the likely option would be centralized kiosks and pay-by-app which do not 

require meter poles. 

Coordination and Authority 

- The Town Manager’s Office appears to have management authority under the direction of the 

Select Board on Parking Meters: 

o Traffic Management Committee: Alan Cathcart of Public Works who is a member of the 

group made up of Town staff reports they are not responsible for meters.  

o Meters Group: There had been an ad hoc group of staff convened when the new meters 

were installed several years ago but that has since disbanded. 

o Transportation Advisory Committee: Parking meters are not delineated within their 

charge. 
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From Concord Traffic, Parking and Pedestrian Rules & Regulation 

approved by the Select Board through 8/28/2023 

 

On Street Parking Meters 

Location Side From To Rate Time 

Restriction 

Church St S Commonwea

lth Ave 

200' W of 

Commonwea

lth Ave 

$1.00/hr 3 Hr 

Commonwea

lth Avenue 

Both Main Street Law Brook 

Road  

$1.00/hr 3 Hr 

Hubbard 

Street 

SE Walden St 

Parking Lot 

Driveway 

Walden St $0.50/hr 3 Hr 

Main Street Both Monument 

Sq 

Sudbury Rd  $1.00/hr 3 Hr 

Main St Both Sudbury Rd  Academy Ln $1.00/hr 3 Hr 

Main St Both Academy Ln Thoreau St $0.50/hr   

Main St 

Traffic Island  

NW & S Both sides of island along 

main St 

$1.00/hr 3 Hr 

Monument 

Sq (E leg of 

Square) 

E side of 

Roadway 

Bedford St Monument St $0.50/hr 3 Hr 

Monument 

Sq (E leg of 

Square) 

W side of 

Roadway 

Bedford St Monument St $0.50/hr 3 Hr 

Monument 

Sq (S End of 

Square) 

N side of 

Roadway 

20' E of W 

side of 

Monument 

Sq 

E side of 

Monument 

Sq 

$0.50/hr 3 Hr 

Monument 

Sq (W leg of 

Square) 

W side of 

Roadway 

Lowell St Main St $0.50/hr 3 Hr 

Monument St W Monument 

Sq 

50' N of 

Court Ln 

$0.50/hr 3 Hr 
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Thoreau St W 80' S of Main 

St 

Belknap St $0.50/hr 3 Hr 

Thoreau St E 200' S of 

Main St 

Belknap St $0.50/hr 3 Hr 

Thoreau 

Street 

Both Sudbury 

Road  

Belknap 

Street 

$0.50/hr 3 Hr 

Walden 

Street 

Both Main Street Hubbard St $1.00/hr 3 Hr 

Walden 

Street 

SW Hubbard St 125' S of 

Hubbard St 

$0.50/hr 3 Hr 

 

 

Parking Meters in Parking Lots 

Parking Lot Location Rate Time 

Restriction 

Commonwealth 

Avenue MBTA 

Park & Ride Lot 

The first 30 parking spaces adjacent to the 

station platform closest to the Commonwealth 

Avenue entrance to the lot. 

    

Keyes Rd East Lot All Spaces except 8 Visitor Parking Spaces 

closest to Visitor Center 

    

Walden Street Lot 

(behind 14 to 26 

Walden Street) 

     

 

As per Colleen Rhinhart, Deput Treasurer, report of November 8, 2023 

Ticket Revenue July-October  

   

July $830.00   

August $1,020.00   

September $800.00   

October $725.00   

  $3,375.00   
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Meter Revenue   

PayByPhone $1,381.45   

deactivated in mid-July because people 

were still paying 

Meter Collections 6/28 $1,143.95   

Meter Collections 7/19 $4,192.86   

Meter Collections 8/2 $1,009.13   

coins collected by the police dept, 

deposited between July-Oct 

 $7,727.39   

   

MBTA Revenue   

PayByPhone $9,295.00   

does not include revenue from the 

purchase of permits 

 $9,295.00   

   

Total $20,397.39   

   

 































Communications & Documents of 
Interest but not for Discussion 

I. Warners Pond Task Force – DRAFT Charge
II. Memorandum from Christopher Eliot regarding 

emissions at Hanscom North Airfield
III. Correspondence on Tercentenary Markers

a. Gordon and Joy Shaw
b. Dinos Gonatas
c. Richard Frese
d. Beth Van Duzer
e. Greg Creamer

IV. Memorandum from Nancy Fresella-Lee regarding 
Tercentenary Markers





















1

Shannon McAndrew

From: gcreamer1971@gmail.com
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 5:20 PM
To: Shannon McAndrew
Cc: Greg Creamer
Subject: feedback for Select Board

Dear Members of the Select Board,  
I am writing to express my strong disapproval regarding the recent “covering up” of the three historical 
markers in Concord, as reported in the November 7th edition of The Concord Bridge.   
 
Before you take any permanent action, I encourage you to publicly share the “at least one complaint” that has 
been made regarding these markers.  Let’s have a public discussion regarding who the markers are actually 
harming, and how exactly they are being harmed.  
 
You must not simply acquiesce to the recommendations of a committee, who like all committees, wants to 
demonstrate that they are actually accomplishing something.   
 
DEI initiatives are important.  I obviously don’t know the exact numbers, but I’m assuming that our citizens 
are already committing well over $100k of our tax dollars each year to support these initiatives in our schools 
and town.  (Perhaps this is even more when you take into account employee benefits.) 
 
But covering up these historical markers simply doesn’t accomplish anything, other than virtue 
signaling.  You, as our elected leaders, have the authority to stop this overreach.  Don’t simply cave into 
pressure.   
 
I would much rather see our DEI tax dollar being used to fund, for example, a forum discussing the recent rise 
of Anti-Semitism.  That too would be a controversial topic, but at least it would be timely and meaningful.  The 
committee should have the courage to confront these types of current issues, rather than questioning the 
language of historical signs that have stood uncontested in our town center for almost 100 years.     
 
In considering how to proceed on this issue, please examine your own personal motives.  Are you removing 
the signs simply to avoid confronting the committee recommendation?  Are you afraid of appearing to be anti-
progressive?  Or do you truly believe you will be spending our tax dollars in a fiscally responsible and 
meaningful manner?      
 
I urge you to take a careful and thoughtful approach before you take any rash actions on this matter.   
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
Greg Creamer 
233 Elm Street 
 
 

 You don't often get email from gcreamer1971@gmail.com. Learn why this is important  
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