Office of the Interim Town Manager

Operational Status Reports & Departmental Updates
For the Week Ending May 6, 2022
Town Manager & General Government
Town Manager’s Office
 We are pleased to announce that Mike Gibbons will start as our new Senior Administrative Assistant in
the Town Manager’s Office on Monday, May 9. He will provide support to the Select Board and Town
Manager’s Office. For the last two years, he has worked in the Concord Assessor’s Office and prepared
lien certificates, excise tax bills, building permits, and served as the division’s main point of contact.
Sustainability
 Sustainability partnered with several local groups to co-host three successful events over the last week:
the Sustainability Series Keynote Speaker, Arbor Day, and the Cooler Concord Climate Festival. Thanks
to everyone who attended these events!

Emergency Services
Police
671 log entries
48 traffic enforcements
93 motor vehicle stops
2 arrests



The Department welcomes two new Police Officers- Juliana DiRamio and Daniel Lordan, both of whom
recently completed the Merrimack College Police Academy.
https://concordmapdnews.com/2022/05/03/concord-police-department-welcomes-two-new-officers/
In 1962, President Kennedy proclaimed May 15 as National Peace Officers Memorial Day and the
calendar week in which May 15 falls, as National Police Week. Established by a joint resolution of






Congress in 1962, National Police Week pays special recognition to those law enforcement officers who
have lost their lives in the line of duty for the safety and protection of others. This year National Police
Week will be observed May 11-17.
Officers attended Active Shooter/Hostile Event Response (ASHER) Training with Fire Department and
other towns in Sudbury. Funded in part by the Northeast Homeland Regional Advisory Council. The
training will continue next week.
The Department is ensuring Officers have met the annual training requirements and submitting required
documents for certification.
Officers assisted with Town Meeting.
Officers McEvilly, Plausse and Salvucci have resigned from the Police Department to pursue careers
with the Massachusetts State Police.

Fire and Rescue
The fire department responded to 93 calls over the previous week


Concord Fire participated in a full-scale exercise over the past week to train on the skills required of a
Rescue Task Force. A Rescue Task Force is a group of Firefighters assembled to provide emergency
care to people wounded in a hostile event; a Rescue Task Force must work in close coordination with a
Law Enforcement armed escort. The training was conducted in the Town of Sudbury with the Sudbury,
Lincoln, Wayland, and Concord Fire and Police Departments. It occurred over four days, providing an
opportunity for all staff on all eight departments to participate in the training.
The training was funded by a Homeland Security grant that was written by the Sudbury Fire
Department, to include fire and police mutual aid partners.
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The training was a great success, and many thanks go to Captain Brian Whitney, and Police Sergeant
Luke Rennie for all the work they put into pre-exercise training and coordination for the Concord staffs.



Included in numerous inspections this week were:










Annual inspection of the Minuteman National Historical Park buildings, along with a
representative of the U.S. Park Service.
Fire Drills conducted at all the Concord Public Schools.
Annual inspection of Umbrella Community Arts Center with the building inspector – FAILED
(excessive storage/electrical issues need to be addressed)
1 Underground Oil Tank Removal inspection (they’re still out there) at 50 Range Rd. – PASSED
Inspection of 106 Comm. Ave. Final fire alarm & sprinkler system – PASSED
Site Visit/Construction Project inspection – Concord Park Assisted Living (above
ceiling/Kitchen) -- PASSED
Summer Camp inspection have started for the year.

The Concord Fire Department was graciously gifted $1,250 by the Concord Lions Club on May 4, 2022.
This gift will allow for the purchase of new ice and water rescue equipment, critical in the event of an
ice or swift water rescue. Pictured above is Cheryl McGivern and Nancy Crowley of the Concord Lions
Club with Concord Fire and Rescue at Station 2. They are pictured with the water and ice rescue
equipment being purchased with the Lions Club donation.
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Public Works








Drop-Off Event May 14 – Planning is in full swing for the annual Drop-Off event planned at the Keyes
Road municipal campus. Residents are preregistered for more than 690 slots throughout the day’s
event. They are also being directed to pay for their needs, online prior to the event. Vendors have been
booked and will be setting up prior to this event.
Seasonal Water Demand Management Plan – Seasonal Water Conservation Advisory went into effect
on May 1. Information went out via News and Notice to inform customers of changes to the new
program, along with signage around town and a note added to the utility bill. The Advisory calls for
best management practices for all outdoor water uses which includes 1-day per week lawn watering (or
1-inch of water per week) to establish a healthy and drought resilient lawn.
Portable Water Fountain – The Division continues to support Town sustainability efforts by offering
the use of our two multi-station portable water fountains for use at community events. Staff will deliver
and pick up the fountain(s) a few days before and after the event, and will walk users through the setup,
operation, and breakdown of the unit(s). Most recently these fountains were set up for the Patriots Day
parade and the Musketaquid Earth Day festival at the Old Manse. To request a fountain, please contact
the Water and Sewer Division at (978) 318-3250 or email esahtouris@concordma.gov at least five
business days prior to your event.
Wastewater NPDES Permit General Permit – On April 26, 2022, the Town, supported by a our
consultants (Woodard & Curran and Kleinfelder) and special counsel (Bowditch & Dewey, LLP)
prepared and submitted comments to US EPA and MassDEP identifying and addressing Concord’s
concerns and interests with respect to the new wastewater permitting format. Our comments included a
formal request for increase in our capacity allowance from our current flow limit of 1.2 million gallons
per day (annual average) to 1.4 million gallons per day. While we are aware that such increases are
particularly difficult to obtain, our hope is it will be considered with an understanding it will likely
trigger a very involved and lengthy permit modification process.

Department of Planning & Land Management
Economic Vitality & Tourism


On Thursday, May 5 the EVT launches a new partnership with Concord Continuing Education with a series
of 3 History Walks- 2 hours of moderate walking with a Concord Guide- a different topic/walk each time.
The series runs 3 Thursdays in a row in May and is sold out and wait-listed! Last week, a similar project
was launched with Bedford Recreation Department.

Planning Division


West Concord Junction Cultural District Committee meeting of May 3: The committee heard about a
proposed wayfinding program in conjunction with a Mass Office of Travel and Tourism and viewed a
presentation from the selected consultant Mark Favermann. The committee also learned that the 2022
Porchfest event scheduled for September 24 will be launched this evening.



Economic Vitality Committee meeting of May 4: Consultant Ann Burke followed up on her report to the
Town after conducting several focus groups and public surveys by sharing her observations and insights.
EVC members asked questions and participated in a robust discussion about next steps for everyone to
consider.



Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 2B progress meeting of May 5: At today’s construction progress
meeting we learned that completion date for the bridge construction is being extended to November 30,
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2022 due to weather-dependent work – staining and applying anti-graffiti substance to the bridge abutments
and walls and planting trees and shrubs, which are located adjacent to the abutments and walls.
Natural Resources Division


Garlic Mustard Pull: Together with the Concord Land Conservation Trust, the Natural Resources Division
is again hosting the annual Garlic Mustard Pull which takes place throughout town on conservation lands,
town parks, and public right of ways from May 7 – May 15. Garlic Mustard is a cool season biennial herb in
the mustard family that outcompetes native plants and introduces toxic chemicals to soils and wildlife.
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up at the Natural Resources office where they receive tall paper yard
waste bags for disposal of garlic mustard, pick a location for pulling, and receive additional informational
regarding the event. Last year’s event resulted in over 200 bags collected and disposed of by over 100
volunteers.



Natural Resources Commission meeting of May 4: The NRC reviewed the following projects: a Notice of
Intent (NOI) to install an in-ground swimming pool, pool house, boardwalk, stone patio, retaining walls,
vegetable garden, fencing, and stone steppers; repave a driveway, and relocate a playset at 286 Barrett’s
Mill Road; an NOI to enlarge an existing garage, expand a sunroom, and construct a raised patio at 80
Alford Circle; a Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) to remove invasive species and replant
with native species, install a native plant bed, fieldstone retaining wall, and repair an existing fieldstone wall
at 127 Tarbell Spring Road; an NOI to construct an addition and relocate a shed at 48 Elm Street; an NOI
to replace an existing septic system at 736 Strawberry Hill Road; and an NOI to install a stormwater
management system and water main for a future subdivision at 5A Sunnyside Lane. Projects at 80 Alford
Circle and 736 Strawberry Hill Road were issued permits. All other projects were continued to May 18 th to
allow for additional information to be submitted in response to questions raised by the Commission.

Building Inspections Division


This week the Building Inspections Division staff issued a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy to Debra’s
Gourmet for the approximately $1 million dollar renovation of the basement and first floor of the former
West Concord 5 & 10 at 104 Commonwealth Ave. The project included a complete renovation of the
basement and first floor and upgrades to the Electrical, HVAC, Plumbing, and Gas systems, and a new fire
sprinkler system in the basement and first floor.

Library


This Sunday, May 8, the Main Library will open from 1PM to 6PM for “Study Day” for Concord Carlisle
High School students who are studying for the AP exams. All CCHS students are invited to come to these
reserved hours at the library where they can find a quiet place to study and enjoy snacks provided by the
Friends of the Library.
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Human Services
Minuteman Media Network
 Minuteman Media was fully staffed for Town Meeting with 7 team members taking part. Over the two
day meeting, things went exceedingly well and both Concord and Carlisle Town Meetings are being
uploaded to YouTube for viewing.
Recreation:
 Our first annual Kite Festival will happen at Rideout Park this weekend, 1-3PM.
 Concord Recreation is in need of part time lifeguards and swim instructors. We are offering free
lifeguard training classes for anyone that applies that is chosen for hire.
 Concord PD has been extremely helpful and collaborative supporting the Beede Center with its new
parking restriction in the parking lot. We continue to see CCHS students parking in the lot, some with
fake parking placards, and will continue to ticket as needed. Response from members has been positive.
COA







During the past 10 days, the COA in partnership with West Concord Pharmacy provided approximately
200 COVID-19 Booster vaccines to those over 60 who were eligible. Seniors in Town were very
grateful for the opportunity to have such a streamlined process with little or no waiting and the ability to
receive the vaccine in the community where they live.
An Introduction to Vintage Racing will be offered on Thursday May 19 from 1 -2PM. Weather
permitting, a 1965 Triumph TR4A champion vintage racecar will be on display in the parking
lot. Please call to sign up.
The next Podiatry Clinic will be on Friday, May 13. Please call for an appointment.
The Caregiver Support Group will meet on Tuesday, May 24 from 10:30-Noon. Please call Social
Service Supervisor, Nicole Saia to pre-register.
The Genealogy group will travel to the New England Historic Genealogical Society on Wednesday,
May 18. Van leaves Harvey Wheeler at 9am. Call for more information.
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