Office of the Town Manager

Operational Status Reports & Departmental Updates
For the Week Ending May 20, 2022
Town Manager and General Government
Town Manager’s Office
 The Town Manager’s Office has filed the first of two annual ARPA State and Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds reports with the US Treasury Department. The first report lists the amount of the anticipated
fiscal recovery funds to the Town of Concord. The Town expects to receive the second of two payments
from the Treasury Department sometime this spring or summer.
 The Select Board voted on May 16, 2022 to approve the form of application to be used for outdoor
dining in Concord in 2022. The season starts April 1, 2022 and ends on October 31, 2022.
 We are excited to announce that Donna McIntosh will be joining the TMO Team on June 13, 2022,
filling the position of Executive Assistant. Donna has 20+ years’ experience in similar roles in
Chelmsford, Lexington, Lowell & Northborough. For the past 5 years, she has been working at
Brandeis University in the Provost Office, in a similar capacity with a focus on student and employee
communications. Donna has a B.A. in English and is currently working on an M.A. in Project
Management & Program Development.
Facilities
 Several repairs were done in the Town House this week. The facilities team repaired sash cords in Town
House windows and installed a door in the Town Clerk’s office. Throughout Town there continues to be
start-up for the A/C and facilities continues to perform planned maintenance on HVAC systems
 Set-up White Pond dock, buoy lines etc. for beach opening May 28. White Pond boardwalk construction
is ongoing.

Emergency Services
Police
Log Items 843
Traffic Enforcement 41
Motor Vehicle Stops 104
Arrest 2



Note: the total Log Items listed in last week’s report represented a period of longer than one week.
The Police Department was notified by the Massachusetts Police Accreditation Commission’s
Assessment Team that the Police Department has met all the requirements for Accreditation. The results
will be presented to the Commission on June 21 for review and final vote.

Public Works


Public Works Week
Concord celebrated Public Works Week this week with the issuance of aa Select Board Proclamation
and a staff appreciation lunch. We are very thankful for all that our Public Works personnel does each
and every day to maintain our town!



Drop Off Event
Concord Public Works hosted another very popular household material Drop Off event on May 14 at the
Keyes Road campus. Working with our stalwart partners from REUSIT and a merry band of
community volunteers, we were able to welcome approximately 796 loaded cars, trucks and trailers to
this event. Among the many items and materials collected for recycling were five 30-yard roll-off
containers of scrap metal, 250 bags of Styrofoam™, one 30-yard roll-off container of upholstered
furniture, one 30-yard roll-off container of bulky plastic, 33 mattresses, 4 bags of holiday lights, 8
porcelain items, one and a half box trucks with household items, one box truck with reusable building
supplies, 4,000 feet of fluorescent tubes, over 135 boxes of paper shredding, over 10,000 pounds of
electronics, and 900 pounds of batteries.



Tree Planting Program
The Highway & Grounds Division continues to install trees throughout Town, as part of the
Department’s spring tree planting program. CPW has planted over 60 trees in Concord this season.
Trees have been planted along the public right-of-way, in public parks and in the Sleepy Hollow
Cemetery. CPW staff received many requests from residents this spring for planting, increasing the
original planting plan from 35 to over 60 trees. To meet the demand of the additional planting requests,
CPW utilized contracted staff from Davey Resource Group to assist with tree installation this season.
Any future requests will be deferred to the fall planting program.



Major Road Projects
o Commonwealth Avenue - National Grid is preparing to start working on their gas infrastructure
in early June. They have submitted a traffic management plan that will receive a thorough review
by Concord Police and Public Works.
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o Hubbard Street - the street was reclaimed, re-graded and given its first layer of pavement.
Installation of granite curbing is scheduled to start soon and will continue for about two weeks.
o Barrett’s Mill Road - milling of the pavement in locations where the pavement has deteriorated
is expected to occur on May 19, weather-permitting. These areas will then be paved in
preparation of installing a layer of asphalt rubber chip seal on the entire length of the street.

Department of Planning & Land Management
Economic Vitality & Tourism Division


National Bike to Work Day: To celebrate Bike-to-Work Day, the Visitor Center is held the official launch
for the new bike share system in the Keyes Road parking lot from 8-10 AM on May 20, 2022.

Planning Division


Housing Production Plan 2022: Consultant JM Goldson and RHSO staff met with members of the
Steering Committee and Town staff to discuss the schedule and work completed to date, as well as outreach
and publicity needed for a virtual Public Forum scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 7. JM
Goldson has already conducted five focus group sessions with 28 participants involved and launched a
community survey, receiving over 260 responses to date. The survey will be open until Friday, June 10.



And another Public Forum for the Assabet River Bridge and Trail: The Planning Division is excited to
announce an upcoming public forum to see the progress on the Assabet River Bridge & Trail Project on
June 16 in the Café at 300 Baker Avenue. There will be two opportunities: 9:30 am to 11 AM and 5:30 PM
to 7 pm. Planning Division staff has been working over the last year with the engineering consultant GPI,
Inc. (consultant for the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail) and La Dallman Architects on the continued development
of the design and engineering for the bridge in West Concord that will connect West Concord Village and
the commuter rail station to 300 Baker Avenue. Each session will be the same with the consultants
providing an update on the design, including the 3D modeling of the project.

Health Division


Board of Health meeting on May 17: After a review of the MA Department of Public Health (MDPH)
projections for the 2022 mosquito season, the Concord Board of Health voted 4-0 in favor of
recommending to NOT opt-out of the State Reclamation and Mosquito Control Board (SRMCP)
mosquito spraying program. This vote was taken after a discussion of mosquito control, review of
historical data, and the MDPH 2022 projected Risk level for Middlesex County (and for adjacent counties)
which is projected to be “High Risk” for EEE. Municipalities are at high regional risk if there is either
evidence of a mosquito sample testing positive for EEE in the region in multiple years or if there is strong
evidence of a locally infected human or animal case of EEE in the region. This recommendation has been
forwarded to the Select Board as an agenda item for its May 23 meeting.



Pool inspections underway: Health Division continued the process for opening and inspecting public and
semi-public swimming pools this week in anticipation of the Memorial weekend.



Communications about the White Pond watershed: Health Division staff continued work on the web site
for the White Pond watershed information and updates including the sampling program underway at White
Pond. Staff also attended a training on harmful algae bloom hosted by the Massachusetts Dept. of Public
Health (MDPH).
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Natural Resources Division


Conservation Land Initiatives: Stewardship projects are now underway on town conservation lands. To
start off the spring season, fresh woodchips were spread along 350 feet of trail along the Assabet River at
Cousins Park. These woodchips will help control weeds, provide tree root protection from foot traffic, and
fill ruts and dips in the trail. Ten volunteers were present for this project, most of whom are neighborhood
residents. It is hoped these volunteers will be an informal stewardship group for future projects.



Eagle Scout Project: This past weekend an Eagle Scout project was carried out by CCRHS student
Christian Perrotta who installed 4 property signs and 4 hanging rules signs at each of the main entrances to
White Pond Reservation. Other scouts and adult supervisors were engaged in this project over the course of
many weeks for project preparation, primarily priming and painting the signs and the installation of the
signs over a 2-day period. The now Eagle Scout put in dozens of hours to complete this project that has
resulted in property signage that will likely last 20+ years with proper maintenance.

Human Services
Minuteman Media Network
 MMN is preparing for Graduation on June 4 and another busy couple of weeks
 A number of new programs are being produced with interest from the local community growing, stay
tuned for new shows, interest stories, and video content!
Recreation:
1) Staffing
a. COVID is impacting current staffing at Beede; many lifeguards are out.
2) Budgets
a. The School Year program will be applying for an additional ~$11K in childcare stabilization
grant funds to be used for promotions, training, payroll, etc.
3) White Pond
a. The construction at the beach is behind schedule forcing us to push back the opening date to June
20. We will work hard to assure the beach can and will open by that date, with an inspection
happening one week prior. We are working out with members what they can do in lieu of having
beach access on weekends until then.
b. Guest passes will be $5 for members and nonmembers over the age of 3 this summer. BOH and
NRC are aware of this new rate. Rangers will be able to let swimmers at Sachems Cove know
and hopefully it will be a more attractive option than in years past.
4) Summer Camp
a. We continue to struggle to find enough part time staff to work in our summer camps.
b. Camps are currently full until we find more staff.
c. Training with the camp’s healthcare supervisor starts tonight and subsequent training sessions
will happen in the coming weeks to prepare for a 6/21 camp start date.
d. We’ve requested 1800 COVID test kits from the state for use at summer camp.
5) Special Events
a. This month, we are running a virtual fishing derby with prize for the largest catch by age
categories.
b. We ran a very successful Community Yard Sale last weekend at the Hunt Recreation Center. 26+
tables and lots of community member shoppers.
c. Participating in the Visitor Center’s Bike Share launch on Friday 5/20.
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6) Next Recreation Commission meeting is on 5/31 via zoom. Interviewing a potential new Recreation
Commission member this week; we have one vacancy.
COA








On May 11, 200 seniors enjoyed a lovely catered drive thru lunch sponsored by the Concord Friends of
the Aging. Guests also received a shopping bag and a geranium plant. Additionally, the Friends
supplied an extra 20 plants for the Outreach team to deliver to home bound seniors. The COA thanks the
Friends organization for making this possible.
The COA sponsored Low Vision Support Group will meet on Wednesday, May 25 at 1:00pm via
Zoom. Please call for the link.
Podiatrist, Dr. Dan Seligman will be at the Concord COA on Monday, June 13 th. Please call for an
appointment
The passport club will be traveling to Casbah, Algeria on Wednesday, June 1 from 10:00am to 11:00am.
These live presentations take place on Zoom on the Big screen in the Harvey Wheeler auditorium.
The COA is currently taking reservations for a trip to Tanglewood on Sunday, July 10. Cost is $168 and
includes transportation, concert ticket, boxed lunch, and all gratuities. We must have 30 people to run
this trip. Call the COA to sign up.
By popular demand the COA has added an additional time to play ping pong. The tables will now be set
up and ready to go on Tuesdays from 11:00am to 12:30pm and on Wednesdays from 2:00pm to 4:30pm.
Come grab a paddle and join the fun!

Library


The Friends of the Library, the Library Corporation staff and Trustees, and the Library staff invite you to
celebrate the completion of the library’s expansion project at an Open House this Saturday, May 21 from
11AM to 3PM. The Main Library will have a concert (11AM) on the front lawn, book conservation
demonstrations, tours of the new spaces, and a sticker making party for teens. Both locations will offer free
ice cream (at Main from 11am to 12:45pm, and at Fowler from 1:30-3pm). The Fowler branch library will
also have an unveiling of the community mural at 2pm. Come celebrate your new Concord Free Public
Library! (If you are unable to join us on May 21, we will be hosting a second Open House on Saturday, June
18.)
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