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• A National Register designation is purely honorary and offers no 

protection for districts or landmarks. Local historic district 

designation offers protection against demolition and insensitive 

alterations through a certificate of appropriateness process, which 

includes a review of proposed alterations and other construction in 

a public meeting forum. 

• Local historic designation is one of the best ways to protect the 

historic character of buildings, streetscapes and neighborhoods from 

inappropriate alterations, incompatible new construction, and other 

changes – including demolition.

• A local historic designation offers the assurance that the distinctive 

architecture and aesthetic value inherent in the historic resource 

will remain for the enjoyment of future generations. Local historic 

districts encourage continuity of design, pride of ownership, and help 

bring an element of predictability to older, established 

neighborhoods.



The street takes its name from Jennie Dugan’s brook, 

commemorating the African immigrant who, in the early 

nineteenth century, married Thomas Dugan, an innovative

and influential Concord farmer and self-emancipated  African 

American. Thomas introduced the rye cradle to Concord and 

taught local farmers how to graft apple trees. 



Seventeen of the lots front along Jennie Dugan Rd and three of 

the lots front on Powder Mill Rd. A twenty-first lot, containing 

a deck house, was not part of the original subdivision but is

connected by an easement shown on the approved subdivision 

plan.

- Sixteen of the twenty-one houses built on the lots are 

midcentury modern style. 

- Thirteen are Deck House Company homes built 

between 1960-1968. 

- Number 140 was the home of architect and Deck 

House co-founder William Berkes. 

- Three of the remaining homes are contemporary or 

post-and-beam homes. 



The Acton-based Deck House company (now Acorn Deck 

House Company), was begun by architect William Berkes

and Robert Brownwell in 1959.

Deck is not a style, it is the trade name of the company 

producing the houses. The style of the homes is post and 

beam, popular with modern architects and their clients 

throughout the country in the postwar years, up through 

the late 1960’s and early 1970’s.

- The large windows  spoke of  a direct 

connection with the surrounding natural 

environment.

- The rectangular form allowed flexibility with the 

addition of rooms and living spaces according to 

the needs of the family.

- The three-level design with the entrance at the 

mid-level allowed for separate environments for 

different generations or the addition of an 

basement apartment. 



The houses that are not deck or contemporary style, still fit in well in the neighborhood due to their massing, scale, and siting on the lots. 



WHAT IS  REVIEWED?

• Changes to exterior architectural 

features visible from a public way are 

subject to review by the Commission. 

• Interior changes

• Landscaping

• Replacement in-kind / Ordinary Maintenance

• Changes to exterior features not visible from a 

public way are not reviewed. 

WHAT IS  NOT REVIEWED?



98% of applications 

approved in 2017

2%

100% of applications 

approved in 2016

0%
2017:

• 98 Certificates of 

Appropriateness

• 1 Certificate of        

Non-Applicability

• 2 Denials of COA

2016:

• 85 Certificates of 

Appropriateness

• 1 Certificate of        

Non-Applicability

• 0 Denial of COA

2019:

• 76 Certificates of 

Appropriateness

• 4 Certificate of        

Non-Applicability

• 0 Denials of COA

2018:

• 83 Certificates of 

Appropriateness

• 1 Certificate of        

Non-Applicability

• 0 Denials of COA

100% of applications 

approved in 2018

0%

100% of applications 

approved in 2019

0%



• New Construction

• 12 Bow Street



• Sensitive Addition

• 50 Monument Street



• Renovation

• 445 Lowell Road



Yes

38%

Maybe

28%

No

5%

No Response

29%

SURVEY RESPONSES



QUESTIONS?


