CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY BOARD
November 18, 2020
6:00 PM
MEETING AGENDA
To participate in this meeting you may video conference in to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87597367327?pwd=Mk9yV0Uva0hZdnRrb1AxMU5vSk5zUT09
To call-in by phone dial ( 877) 853 5257 or (888) 475 4499 and use the Meeting ID 875 9736 7327 and Password
415893. Please note that dial-in participants will be muted and will not be able to make comments.
1. Welcome and Zoom reminders (Chair)
[6:00]
2. Meetings and minutes (Chair)
[6:05]
a. Upcoming meeting dates
i. 6pm on Dec. 16th, Jan. 20th
b. Approval of minutes from October 21
3. Chair’s Update (Jake)
[6:10]
4. Director’s Update (Kate)
[6:20]
5. RMI Accelerator for Building Electrification Policies (Alice and Kate)
[6:30]
a. Background: A group is participating in a new effort by RMI to coach and accelerate
communities in MA to understand options for building electrification policies and facilitate
development of new bylaws and policies.
b. Purpose: Share an update on the Accelerator and discuss CAAB’s role in moving forward action
items.
6. Input on Library Corporation Sustainability Planning (Kate)
[7:30]
a. Background: The Library Corporation is working with GreenerU to develop a sustainability plan
for Concord Free Public Library. The committee has completed the baseline phase and is now in
the process of developing the actual plan and stakeholder gathering input.
b. Purpose: Collect input and feedback from CAAB on priorities for the sustainability plan.
7. Public comments
[7:45]
8. Adjourn
[8:00]
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Town of Concord
Climate Action Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
October 21, 2020
Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a virtual public meeting of the Climate
Action Advisory Board (CAAB) was held on October 21, 2020 at 6:00 pm via Zoom.
Members present: Jake Swenson (Chair), Brian Crounse, Courtney Eaton, Jake Swenson, John
Bolduc, Michael McAteer, Ruthy Bennett, Warren Leon.
Staff: Kate Hanley, Director of Sustainability
Guests: Alice Kaufman, Jane Hotchkiss, Dean Banfield, Linda Nieman, Cynthia C, Gilda Gussin,
Laura Davis, Shelly Karlin.
1. Welcome
Jake Swenson welcomed visitors to the meeting.
2. Minutes
Michael McAteer moved to approve the September minutes. Brian Crounse seconded. The
board voted to approve.
3. Chair’s Report
Jake Swenson reported that he attended the Chair’s Breakfast for the first time. Town Meeting
2021 will be pushed back to the second Sunday in June due to concerns about COVID and being
outside in April. Brian Crounse asked about the deadline for warrant articles. Jake said it was
moved to February.
The Chair proposed the Board adopt a set of ground rules for future meetings which consisted
of 9 bullet points. The Board voted to adopt.
The Chair shared that Pam Hill and Brian Foulds have both left the committee and are joining
the Light Board. CAAB’s charter calls for 9 members and we are now at 8 members, including a
member who is out sick for the time being. Jake said he would get a list of green cards for
CAAB from Town Manager’s office and discuss adding members with Town Manager and Select
Board. There was interest among the Board in adding more members to meet a total of 9
members.
4. Director’s Update
Kate Hanley shared that the town finished climate preparedness week at end of September.
The video “climate reality and how to speak to your children about it” is on Youtube. The town
hosted a virtual EV roundtable with local dealers, advocates and presentations and live Q&A.

Kate also shared an update on the Library Corporation’s Sustainability Planning. Two
community input sessions were hosted and there is a temporary website.
Kate shared that she has been meeting with Town staff to opt into the state’s PACE program.
PACE is property Assessed Clean Energy. Select Board needs to sign a resolution to opt in to
PACE. Lastly, the Town did not receive META grant for a fleet electrification study, but Town is
prepared to move forward regardless.
5. RMI Accelerator for Building Electrification Policies Update
Alice Kaufman shared that the RMI Accelerator has been helpful in providing documents for
cities and towns to meet a mandate on electrification of buildings. Two meetings were held
recently with valuable information including the following:
 Options to provide incentives through zoning
 Nonbinding resolution for the 24 towns participating in the RMI process which would be
submitted to the legislature
 Special legislation so that towns would be exempt from rule 164- which mandates how
construction is mandated relative to building codes
Each community participating in the accelerator has 5 people on the RMI group who
collaborate with the community.
6. Volunteers for liasions
Jake Swenson transitioned the discussion to how to support other boards/committees in
implementing the climate action plan. He shared a list of other boards that could have impact
and influence on implementing the plan and suggested the board consider having liasions to
these groups.
Kate Hanley suggested that board members could volunteer to attend a few meetings and see if
it’s valuable to have a permanent liaison from CAAB.
The board discussed this idea. Michael McAteer suggested this could help get a sense of other
leaders in Town committees and identify any intersections. John Bolduc suggested another
option would be to have a discussion with other board members, as opposed to attending
other meetings. Courtney Eaton suggested the board research the different committees before
meeting with them to discuss how CAAB could intersect with them and implement the climate
action plan. Warren Leon suggested a few other committees that could be added to the list.
Michael asked about the middle school building committee. Kate Hanley is on that committee.
Jane Hotchkiss cautioned that there are 67 town committees and climate has an overlap with
most, if not all, and it could result in a lot of additional time for the committee. She suggested
looking at past minutes to understand committees might save time. Brian Crounse suggested
CAAB get its priorities in order before deciding on which committees to liaise with. John Bolduc
suggested using emissions as a guide.

7. 2020-21 CAAB Workplan
Jake Swenson transitioned the group to a discussion of planning for CAAB’s meetings and
activities for the next year. He suggested the group prioritize which topics we want to focus on,
which would help narrow the list of committees. Jake shared a list of potential priorities pulled
from the climate plan where CAAB is listed as champion or partner. He noted that CAAB’s job is
to flesh out the policies and opportunities in the plan.
The board discussed their preferences for where to focus. There was a discussion of PACE and
how it will be promoted if the town opts in.John Bolduc suggested that the board add
transportation as a priority to the list of potential activities. Jake Swenson suggested the group
consider where CAAB can add expertise that doesn’t already exist or focus on actions that
otherwise won’t have a champion to move them forward. Warren Leon noted that they should
learn what the transportation committee is doing. Courtney Eaton asked how sustainability
standards are incorporated into the town’s decision-making and suggested developing a
framework.
Jake Swenson asked how realistic it is for individual members to take on further work or if CAAB
should work as a group to dive into specific topics/activity. Michael McAteer asked how we
tackle these next steps as a board and whether we are building an operations plan. Jake
Swenson clarified that the suggested approach is that individual members would research
topics and then the Board could support different parts of Town governance to take action to
implement the action/activity.
The board discussed topics for the next few meetings and agreed to focus the November
meeting on the RMI accelerator and invite CMLP for a discussion in December.
John Bolduc agreed to work on energy disclosure ordinance research. Warren Leon offered to
get up to speed on the transportation committee and report back. Jake Swenson volunteered
to bring research on time-of-sale home energy scores. Jake noted that if other members are
willing to engage with and get to know other committees to let him know.

8. Public comments:
Alice Kaufman comments that the RMI work is on an accelerated track and it would be helpful
to have CAAB’s support on any warrant articles. February is deadline for warrant articles.
Laura Davis asked if the RMI group is tackling existing homes and deep energy efficiency? Alice
responded that the RMI work is focused on new construction. Laura suggested that CAAB focus
on the challenge of reducing emissions from existing building stock and how we manage
retrofits for existing homes. She also noted that the town needs to accelerate progress, for

example, Concord needs more than 4 electric buses, and more leadership from CAAB about
how the Town can get this done.
Gilda Gussin commented that it was a great meeting. She suggested that it should be required
of every committee to work on reducing emissions and that should come from Town Manager
and Select Board. She offered to participate in a brainstorming meeting about energy efficiency.
Alice Kaufman also commented that it was a good meeting and thanked Jake Swenson for his
skillful facilitation. Alice asked about the status of the letter from CAAB to the legislature
supporting the climate bill. Jake Swenson replied that he heard the Select Board adopted the
written letter but needed to find out if it had been sent to the legislature.
The meeting adjourned at 8:00PM.
Minutes prepared by Ruthy Bennett.

Climate Action Advisory Board
Director’s Update
November 18, 2020

PACE – The Select Board unanimously approved a resolution to opt-in to the Massachusetts Property
Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program. This is an implementation step in Sustainable Concord for the
action to “Provide incentives for businesses and homeowners to invest in renewable energy.” This
allows commercial properties to finance energy improvements through property taxes.
Electric School Bus – The School Committee approved a contract for a new Lion electric school bus,
funded by the VW grant received last year. The bus should arrive early next year.
Library Corporation Sustainability Planning – The Library Corporation has hired GreenerU to facilitate a
sustainability planning process for the library. The planning committee is now collecting input from key
stakeholder groups. You can review and add comments and feedback on the sustainability planning site.

Concord Climate Action Advisory Committee (CAAB)
Meeting Ground Rules

●

Start and end meetings on time.

●

Be polite and respectful of others at all times.

●

Stick to the point at hand and remain on topic.

●

Be brief.

●

Do not interrupt the person speaking.

●

Do not speak until the meeting chair recognizes you.

●

Meeting chair will assign the order of speakers when several people wish to speak.

●

Aim for consensus in decision-making. If consensus isn’t forthcoming, vote.

●

Meeting chair will work to bring comments and issues to closure to meet agenda timing.

A Resolution Calling for the Massachusetts State Legislature, Department of Public
Utilities, Board of Building Regulations and Standards, and the Executive Office of Labor
and Workforce Development to commit to a just transition to building decarbonization in
the Commonwealth.
WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Town of Concord have legislatively
approved mandates for an 80% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050;
WHEREAS, The Concord Municipal Light Plant has committed to a carbon-free electric supply
by 2030;
WHEREAS, Concord is unable meet its targets to reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions, due to
constraints imposed by legacy laws and regulations of the Commonwealth;
WHEREAS, addressing climate change requires a just transition from fossil fuels to a
decarbonized economy that is sustainable and equitable;
WHEREAS, low-income communities and communities of color in Massachusetts and around
the world are already disproportionately impacted by climate change, and will continue to bear
an excess burden as temperatures increase, oceans rise, and disasters worsen;
WHEREAS, building emissions account for 60% of Concord’s greenhouse gas emissions, and
50% of the Commonwealth’s greenhouse gas emissions;
WHEREAS, natural gas is a dangerous fossil fuel that generates indoor and outdoor air
pollution, leaks explosive methane from aging infrastructure, and puts the health and safety of
the Commonwealth’s current and future residents at risk;
WHEREAS, gas stoves produce harmful indoor emissions including nitrogen dioxide (NO 2),
carbon monoxide (CO), and formaldehyde (HCHO), and cooking with gas has been linked to
asthma and other adverse health effects, with children and low-income households particularly
affected;
WHEREAS, all-electric technology and net-zero carbon building capability exists today, is
feasible, and is cost-effective;
WHEREAS, the availability of renewable energy is growing and expected to continue to grow;
WHEREAS, under current regulations, towns and cities in Massachusetts are prohibited by law
from adopting stringent building codes and regulations that will allow us to eliminate fossil fuels
from our buildings and meet our local, legally binding, greenhouse gas emissions targets.
NOW BE IT RESOLVED, we call for the Massachusetts State Legislature, Department of
Public Utilities, the Board of Building Regulations and Standards and the Executive Office of
Labor and Workforce Development to commit to a just transition away from fossil fuels to

decarbonization of buildings in the Commonwealth by acting at the state-level and allowing
rapid municipal action;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we call upon the Massachusetts State Legislature to pass a
law enabling municipalities to prohibit fossil fuel infrastructure in new construction and phase
out fossil fuel infrastructure in existing buildings;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we call upon the Massachusetts State Legislature to change
the Gas Code and G.L.c.142.13 in order to allow municipalities to deny gas permits;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we call upon the Massachusetts State Legislature to align the
mission of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards with achieving the
Commonwealth’s decarbonization goals;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Massachusetts State Legislature and Department of Public
Utilities ensure that the benefits of electrification can be realized by low-income households and
environmental justice communities through funding assistance and deliberate program design;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a just transition demands the equitable creation and
distribution of high-quality jobs as the effort to decarbonize our buildings and restore a safe
climate is launched;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall cause a copy of this resolution to be
sent to State Representative Tami Gouveia, and to Senator Michael Barrett, Secretary Roselin
Acosta, and to Governor Charles Baker.
Or to take any other action in relation thereto.

