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Wooded Ridgeline Main Trail 

The Conservation Land 

The terrain that comprises the Old Rifle 

Range Conservation Land, too hilly and 

swampy for farming, had a distant past as 

a rifle range.  The main trail tracks along 

the side of a wooded ridge, passing the 

remains of four target berms that were 

built here a century ago.  The wetland sec-

tion on the opposite side of the range is 

known as Ministerial Swamp. This mixed 

landscape together with the crumbling 

concrete berms and rusting steel target 

frames evokes images of Concord Volun-

teer Militia and WWI soldiers sharpening 

their marksmanship skills here in prepara-

tion for war.  

 

Location and Access   
Access with parking for six vehicles is lo-

cated on Old Marlborough Road in West 

Concord diagonally across from Williams 

Road where a large sign and information 

kiosk identify the start of the main trail.  

There are other access points off Old Mill 

Road and Ministerial Drive, but these do 

not offer parking.   

Dog Owners: Keep dogs under your con-

trol at all times and away from private 

yards and buildings. It is the duty of each 

person who owns, possesses, or controls a 

dog to remove and dispose of any waste 

left by his or her dog.  
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