
 

  

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 1.   Ms. Boynton moves that the Town authorize the Board of 

Selectmen to acquire by purchase on such terms as the Selectmen may 

determine, for municipal purposes including vehicle storage, repair, fueling, and 

other uses, the fee, easement and/or other property interests in, on, over, 

across, under and along all or any portion of the property located at 55 and 55R 

Knox Trail in Acton, Massachusetts, shown on the Acton Assessors map 14 as 

parcels 9-3 and 9-6, together with any structures, improvements and trees 

thereon, and  authorize the Board of Selectmen to grant rights in a portion of 

the property to the Concord School Committee, on terms mutually satisfactory 

to the Selectmen and the School Committee, to be used for parking, 

maintenance and fueling of school buses and other educational purposes, and 

further moves that the Town appropriate the sum of $700,000 to be expended 

by the Board of Selectmen for such acquisition and authorize the Town 

Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow said amount 

under the provisions of Chapter 44, Section 7(3) of the Massachusetts General 

Laws. 
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Appraised Value:  $625,000 

Owner of Record :      KMLB Realty Trust 

Land Area:      6.5 acres  

Zoning:      Technology District 

Improvements:     

    Paved parking area; 

    electric, water, and gas; 

    drainage system and 

    retention area; 
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Activity and Use Limitation (AUL) 

 

“No significant risk to health, safety, public 

welfare or the environment exists…” 

 

Prohibited Uses/Activities:  

 Residential uses 

 Disturbing protective cover 

 Application of Pesticides/herbicides 
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  Phase 1 Environmental Inquiry 

Mike Webster, GeoInsight LSP 

Notes prior history of contamination 

Notes groundwater in area contaminated by 

 WR Grace activities nearby 

Notes that concern has been expressed that 

use of the site for bus storage could pose a 

risk to Acton water supply 

Concludes:  considerable technical 

information exists to demonstrate that… the 

risk is “negligible”. 
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   ACTON ZONING 

 

* Allows Vehicle Parking/storage as-of-right 

subject to site plan approval by Acton; 

* Allows office as accessory use 

* Allows vehicle washing as accessory use 

* Allows vehicle repair and fueling under 

“Dover Amendment” educational exemption, 

provided School Committee operates bus 

service in-house 
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Possible Town Use of Knox Trail Land 

 Access to WR Grace site 

 Storage of materials  

 Equipment storage 

 Solar power generation 
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  Funding Source: 

Use CPS portion of existing Town Manager’s Capital funds: 

 * to acquire local land 

 * to lower annual student transportation operating costs 

 

 Benefits: Operating In-District Buses from  

  Knox Trail will: 

      * provide an opportunity to keep transportation services owned 

 and operated by the district. 

       * decrease annual fleet mileage and diesel fuel consumption and 

 labor costs 

       * decrease facility leasing costs 
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ARTICLE 1 LAND ACQUISITION – 55 AND 55R  

   KNOX TRAIL (Acton) 

  Benefits: Location is advantageous 

 

   

 
848 Main         
St 

55 Knox 
Trail 

Knox 

Trail

848 

Main St
Delta

Alcott 5.5 7.2 -1.7

Thoreau 2.3 5.6 -3.3

Sanborn 3.4 7.0 -3.6

Peabody 3.4 7.0 -3.6

Willard 4.7 7.8 -3.1

CCHS 6.0 8.0 -2.0

Ripley 7.1 8.8 -1.7



   Why Knox Trail? 

Provides opportunity for permanent base for in-district  

 student transportation operation 

Avoids impact on residential neighborhoods 

Shares acquisition costs with the Town  

Allows for negotiations of a multi-year labor contract with 

 the Bus Driver’s Association 

Maintains momentum on School-Town collaboration 

 * Green Communities Grant - Fuel Efficient Vehicles 

  Policy 

 * Town Consolidation Study – Fueling &  

  Maintenance Options 

 * Provides direct access to W.R. Grace site 

 * MOU between Selectmen and School Committee 
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      NEXT STEPS - IF ARTICLE 1 IS   

  APPROVED BY TOWN 

 

Resolve open issues related to purchase/use 
 - BOS will negotiate and sign PSA 

 - BOS and SC finalize maintenance & fueling 

Purchase the land 

Prepare site to park buses 

Enter into negotiations with bus driver’s  

 association for a multi-year contract 
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