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A National Register designation is purely honorary and offers no
protection for districts or landmarks. Local historic district
designation offers protection against demolition and insensitive
alterations through a certificate of appropriateness process, which
Includes a review of proposed alterations and other construction in
a public meeting forum.

Local historic designation is one of the best ways to protect the
historic character of buildings, streetscapes and neighborhoods from
Inappropriate alterations, incompatible new construction, and other
change® including demolition

A local historic designation offers the assurance that the distinctive
architecture and aesthetic value inherent in the historic resource

will remain for the enjoyment of future generations. Local historic
districts encourage continuity of design, pride of ownership, and help
bring an element of predictability to older, established
neighborhoods.



The area identified for inclusion in the Main Street Historic District includes a portion of Sudbury Road, Middle
Street, Academy Lane, and a number of properties on Belknap and Thoreau Street.



