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TOWN OF CONCORD




Department of Planning and Land Management





141 Keyes Road - Concord, MA - 01742





Phone: 978-318-3290

MEMORANDUM

To: 

Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Advisory Committee
From:

Marcia Rasmussen, Director DPLM

Re:

Update of Phases 2A, 2B and 2C 
Date:

May 2, 2018
1. Phase 2A Update: The ribbon-cutting event is planned for Friday, May 11 at 3:30 p.m. in NARA Park, Acton (Ledge Rock Way off Route 27 – about a mile north of Route 2A/119). 
2. Phase 2B Update: GPI received approved and signed sketch plans for the bridges on March 26th and revised the design/work schedule. That schedule has been revised to indicate that the next submission will be on or about June 22nd because the design work on the bridges took longer than initially anticipated.
3. Phase 2C Updates: D.W. White, the principal contractor of BFRT Phase 2C, has not yet provided a start date of when their construction crews will be working in Concord. However, subcontractors have been working on the Nashoba Brook Bridge. MassDOT and Town of Concord staff continues to remind residents and visitors that the trail will continue to be a construction zone for all of 2018; neither residents nor visitors should be walking on or using the trail, especially during the week when construction activity is underway.

Town staff from Public Works and Planning met in the field with members of the Concord Garden Club on May 2nd to discuss extension of water to the south side of the revised Commonwealth Ave./Main St. intersection and planning for a new landscape area.  
4. Phase 2D Sudbury: Sudbury resident/Selectman Len Simon provided the following update.  
The Town of Sudbury has been working to hire an engineering firm to complete the bridge and boardwalk sketches to complete the 25% design.  The Town Manager and Environmental Planner were hoping to contract with a selected engineering firm, but were asked to seek additional bids by the Board of Selectmen. The Town Manager is now seeking the additional bids and will bring a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen for final approval.  

On a positive note, in February 2018 Sudbury applied for a $100,000 DCR grant to buy the northernmost 1/4 mile of the CSX right of way in Sudbury (phase 4).  CSX is now interested in selling the land and provided a letter of support to use the corridor to build a recreational trail.  

5. Framingham: Received a call this week from a Framingham public works employee who indicated that Framingham was pursuing acquisition of the CSX property for a rail trail and he was tasked with developing estimates for design and construction. He was seeking information about Phase 2C. 
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