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OCTOBER 23, 2017

Town of Concord
141 Keyes Road
Concord, MA 01742 —978-318-3280

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 1

The 9th Edition of the Buil ding Code
becomes effective on

Cct ober 20, 2017

Concurrency period with 8th edition ends January 1, 2018

The new, ninth edition code is based on nodified versions of the
followi ng 2015 codes as published by the International Code Council
(1Cco.

° The International Building Code (IBC);
° International Residential Code (IRC);
° International Existing Building Code (IEBC);
° International Mechanical Code (IMC)
° International Energy Conservation Code (IECC);
° International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC);
° Portions of the International Fire Code (IFC).
The 2015 International codes my be viewed @ 1-Codes. The

Massachusetts anendnents for the base code may be viewed @ Base Code
Anendnents and the residential code anmendments may be viewed @
Resi denti al Code Anendnents.

| CC publishes transition documents that identify changes fromthe 2009
to the 2015 |-Codes for those who may have interest.

International Building Code (1BC) Transition
International Residential Code (IRC) Transition

O ficial versions of the Massachusetts anendnments nmay be purchased
from the State House Bookstore after October 20th @ Shop the

Bookstore and any of the I-Codes may be purchased from the

I nternational Code Council (ICC) @iccsafe.org.

Sone _new requirenents of the 9th edition of 780 CMR-



https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/NVe7BLCWx3QcO?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bApXBot30z9CQ?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/JqexBZCbDEGUX?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/EJRqBOtLnqpf9?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/RKgxBehlJNQcn?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/X8dWB6c53eVtE?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/7GX9BRtdONniw?domain=r20.rs6.net
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Massachusetts State Buil ding Code

1)

2)

3)

4)

Deck Ledger Connection to Band Joi st R507.2- The deck | edger
section is reorgani zed to better describe the m ninum
requirenents for connection of deck |edgers to band joists.
Alternative Deck Lateral Load Connection- R507.2.4 Wen the
prescriptive deck lateral |oad connection that has appeared in
the previous editions of the code is chosen as a design option
the code now requires the two hol d-down devices to be within 2
feet of the ends of the deck. A new |ateral |oad connection
option prescribes our hol d-downs installed bel ow the deck
structure

d azi ng Adj acent to Doors R308.4.2 - Gazing installed
perpendicular to a door in a closed position and within 24in of
the door only requires safety glazing if it is on the hinge side
of an in-sw ngi ng door.

d azing and Wet Surfaces - R308.4.5- The exception fromthe
safety glazing requirenent for glazing that is 60 in. or greater
fromthe water’s edge of a bathtub, hot tub, spa, whirlpool, or
swi mri ng pool has been expanded to include glazing that is an
equi val ent distance fromthe edge of a shower, sauna, or steam
room
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ZONING HEIGHT REQUIREMENT
CLARIFICATION

Building Height-Zoning Section 6.2.11

6.2.11 Height Commercial: The height of a building shall be measured as the vertical
distance from the mean ground level of each side of the building to either the highest point of
the exterior in the case of a flat roof or to the mean average finished grade between the plate
and the ridge in the case of a pitched roof Chimneys, spires, towers, and other projections not
used for human occupancy or storage may extend above the height limits herein fixed except
wind turbine facilities, which can only exceed the maximum height requirement by special
permit granted by the Board. As described in Table 11l of the Zoning Bylaw.

In the Medical-Professional District south of Route 2, no portion of a building shall exceed
thirty-five (35) feet in height unless such portion sets back from each street and such
Medical-Professional District boundary line an amount equal to the sum of (1) the applicable
minimum yard requirement and two (2) feet for each foot of height in excess of thirty-five
(35) feet, provided that in no case shall any portion of a building exceed one hundred ten
(110) feet in height.

Residential Districts Additions Height: In Addition to the height requirement in Table 111 of
the Zoning Bylaw, the Residence AA, Residence A, Residence C and Residence B Districts,
the height of a building shall be measured as the vertical distance from the ‘base elevation’ to
the peak of the roof, or the highest point of the exterior in the case of a flat roof. The ‘base
elevation’ is the average of the elevations of the ground where the two corners of the lowest
foundation wall of any existing structure meet the ground.

L j/LAl = Residential New Construction Height: For new construction the base elevation will be

5 determined using the average of the elevations of the ground of the two corners of the where
the proposed lowest foundation wall of a structure meet the ground at the location on the site
where the new building is being placed prior to any grading or mounding. With all
information shown on a CERTIFIED proposed plot plan prepared by a LAND SURVEYOR.

The Board may grant relief from the above definition for the height of a building in the
Residence AA, Residence A, Residence C and Residence B Districts provided the Board
finds that a literal application of this requirement would be unreasonable because there are no
reasonable alternatives available and that the desired relief may be granted without
substantial detriment to the neighborhood and without derogating from the intent and purpose
of this Bylaw.

In the Residence C and Residence B Districts, any part of the principal structure that extends
into the three (3) foot side yard exception as defined in subsection 6.2.7 shall be no greater
than fifteen (15) feet in height.

In the West Concord Business and West Concord Village Districts, the minimum height of
the side and rear portions of a principal building shall be fifteen (15) feet; the front fagade

shall have a minimum height of eighteen (18) feet.

The space within becomes the reality of the building.



https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.imgur.com/ilHVk.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.reddit.com/r/funny/comments/1132xw/just_a_dog_doing_some_building_work/&docid=vBvY42QBwyHC2M&tbnid=9_pngNU5TdgJmM:&vet=10ahUKEwjX1fevrPjWAhUhzoMKHVuPCS0QMwiAAShKMEo..i&w=500&h=374&bih=623&biw=1280&q=building funny&ved=0ahUKEwjX1fevrPjWAhUhzoMKHVuPCS0QMwiAAShKMEo&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.brainyquote.com/photos_tr/en/a/arnoldpalmer/465530/arnoldpalmer1.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/construction.html&docid=8FkkP1IqazvsdM&tbnid=aSCKxjNYUgiDtM:&vet=10ahUKEwi1ja7OrPjWAhVI7IMKHf8pCGA4ZBAzCFgoVjBW..i&w=600&h=315&bih=623&biw=1280&q=building funny&ved=0ahUKEwi1ja7OrPjWAhVI7IMKHf8pCGA4ZBAzCFgoVjBW&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.entrepreneurmag.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Zoning-and-permits.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.entrepreneurmag.co.za/advice/starting-a-business/start-up-guide/zoning-and-permits/&docid=i_5X8HUcVQ79HM&tbnid=lneB_BRAI5ohUM:&vet=10ahUKEwjq1IrTyfrWAhXJ3YMKHS1aBd04rAIQMwhcKFkwWQ..i&w=200&h=250&bih=623&biw=1280&q=zoning bylaw quotes&ved=0ahUKEwjq1IrTyfrWAhXJ3YMKHS1aBd04rAIQMwhcKFkwWQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlyIbEtfjWAhVFwYMKHRUFD3MQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timbertrails.tv%2FTiny-House-Zoning-Ordinances-Building-Permits-Code-Compiance-Certificates-of-Occupancy&psig=AOvVaw3p3vxJb_cIVXUxtT31_bT6&ust=1508353617615367
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Frank Lloyd Wright

Contact information
978-318-3280 —~www.concordma.gov
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